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G.O.M, OF THE SKETCH-WP I l'f-,'Ni/ ,_-
We are happy and proud to dedi - · .({,/ j,:J 

cate this issue of · Collectors I Digest to 1 
• · 

a great artist - Mr, C, H, CHAFIWI, Aro we 
are happiest of el l in the knowledge t hat he is still with us and that 
he is s till doing the work to which he has devoted the grester part of 
his life - illustrating Greyfr iars , 

On our ~over this month i s Mr, Chapnan' s portrait, set against a 
background of one of his beloved Magnet's covers , We are delighted 
to presel'.)t a little article from his pen - an article in which he 
tells, simply , in his ovn words, a few of th e highlights of his long 
career with t he Amalgamated Press . 

It is not hard to find the most poignant words in the article: 
"The great bl ow came on June 14th 1940 - I was given a month's holida_y 



............... - •. - .... - .. ............................. -··--···· .. -- .............................................................. Pllge .1 .. 
- and said good- bye - " 

lie can only guess at the heartache which came to so many on tha t 
day more than two decades back, but we know it must have been especially 
acu t e to Charl es Hamil ton and C, H, Chapnan - the two who had given 
thei r ent i r e adult liv es t o, re spec tively , t he ,m. tten word and t he 
inspired ske tch . Pl unty of worl ds f e ll apart i n th ose timeD, but one 
does not need a vivid i.wginati on to understand th e t r "8edY which came 
to the se two men. No longer young, t hey must have f elt that t hei r 
lif e-work was ended . Happily, t ime was to prove that i t ·,as by no 
means ended . 

lie have often pai d tribute to Charl e s Hamil ton as t he most pro 
lific writ er eve r to have liv ed. Nm, we can pause t o think of one who 
must be one of th e most prolific ar t i s ts of the century . !r.r. Chapna.n' s 
won<: for the Magnet was enormous, and, as we know, the Magnet was only 
a part of his work . If Charles Hamil ton was the phenomenon of th e 
typewriter , t hen C, I! . Chapnan i s undoulltedly the phenomenon of th e 
sketch -board , 

Mr , C. H, Chapnan - Collec t ors ' Digest , on behalf of i ts large 
band of reade r s - and in th e name of ol d boys al l over th e wor l d -
sal utes you . 11ay you be spa I'\.>d to enjoy good health and grea t hap pi 
nes s , and to continue with your wonderful work for many years to come. 

INSPIRED Rilfilll!RANCE: 
This month our popula r se ri es "IX) YOU lID'ii:JIBER?" pays a holidcy 

trip , It l eaves i t s f amiliar haunts in Hamil t oniana and will be found 
making a "guest appearance " in our Nelson Lee Column. lfext month , 
when it r eaches it s fiftieth edit i on , DO YOU R» lll!BER? will be back in 
i ts ol d place , 

What an achi evoment? In fi fty artic l es Roger J enkins has i ns pi red 
our memory on a great variety of subjec t s , and the se ri es continues as 
one of the most popular in th o Digest . We congratulate Mr, J enkins -
and we congratulate ours elves tha t we have been pri vil eged to pres ent 
this evergree n, smash-hit serios of articles . 

Mr . TAIL: 
At lea st a hundred readers have written to say kindly t hings 

conce rni ng the death of our famous l'JSS , Mr. Tail, whose untime ly 
c nd was referred to last month. It has not been possible to reply 
to t hem all , but the gra t itude i s deep and s inc er e . It i s , per ha ps , 
unrealis t i c to all ow onese l f to become too fond of aey ani.mal , as we 
did . But we f ind i t heart -wruming that the nicest folk i n the wor ld 
are also animal l overs • 
..... ... .,,., ___ ...,,,..,..,..,,.,,.. .. , .. H,.,., .. , .... , .,.,,,,,, .. ,,..,,, .. .,.,,,.., ... ,,,, .. ,,,,.,..,,,,,,,.,,,.,. .. ,.. .... ,..,,,,., .. ,..,,,,,Hll"'N'"'"'"""""''"ll'"""""'"'"'"' 
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CHANGE - FOR THE SAKE OF -

Recently I bought a paper-covered edition of "Night Must Fal l, " 
describ ed as the book of the film , I rem..,,berod the spine-chilling 
eeriness of the pre- war play ( in which Katherine Harrison made her 
name) and of the equal l y good film in which Robert Montgomery played 
the pathological Iwu,y , 

Now they have made a modem version of the film . I was not sur
pris ed to find the book of the new f ilm a mere shadow of the old one , 
New charact ers have been added, the ol d ones altered , and sex has 
been sme{lr ed over the whole t hing , It i3 no longer eerie , It is 
merely weary . Even the critics agree that th e film has been spoiled 
by being rubbed in the modern kitchen - sink . For onc e I agre e with 
the criti cs . 

Why must producers tal<e so many of the ol d stories and ruin them? 

THE EDITOR 

Memories of an Illust rator 
B;y C, H, CIIAH·!All 

It was in )lay 1911, in the Magnet offi ce , room 57 i n the Flect 
way House, that I firs t met Charlie Hamilton . I r emember it as though 
it were yest crdlly, I was ta lki ng t o Hinton and arranging details for 
tho next Magnet cover . Char lie came in , we shook hands , we chatted 
for a whi l e , and then he made for the door , bags all packed for the 
south of Fronce . In the doorway ho collided with Down, 

I neve r saw him a.gain until March 1952 when I spent a hectic day 
with him at his home at Kingsgate , surrounded by a ll the parajilernalia 
of the BBC recording outfit, plus Joy Harington , the producer . 

After that I used to hear regularly from the dear ol d fellow , and 
our lett ers of ten crossed . Frank Richards was a grea t corre spondent 
and I had diff i cul ty in ke eping up with his charming letters. Ho 
could write on any s ubject under the sun, and loved to do so - all 
carefully typed like the sc ri pt s of all his sto ri es . 

\iay back i n 1960 I was trying to reckon up how many of his yarns 
come my way for illustrating . When I had counted up to three thousand 
I gave up count ing , 

In 1945 I lost a very dea r old friend i n Leonard Shields, one of 
th e fine s t lin e artists of my generatio n - Wld what a pal to work with , 
For years unt il th e war , he did the covers and I did th e i ns i de dra w
i.~s ro,; .,the ,,~e t, .... Somet imes .. he .. would ... star t .. a .. sketch .. and .. ,I . woul d ,._ 



finish it to hi s i nst ru ctions , 
Since 1952, to sperxl an afternoon with dear old Hamilton was one 

of the greatest pleasures of ey lif e , The only snag was that Kings 

gat e was such a long wey from Caversham, where I lived . 

From 1911 t i ll 1926, including the first world wt1r, I think I can 

say that I illustroted all th e Magnet stories , This was a period of 

15 years , When Shields took over I was evitched to ot her A, P. v enture s , 

But even so , during the time he was on holidey - arxl ho h.nd not the 

bes t of heal th in those days - I f ill ed the broach i n the Magnet , and 

th e peper vent nlong it s merry course , week afte r week, month after 

month. 
From 1936 until 1940 I worked only for tho A. P.", at their offices 

i n Tallia Street - a full - time job , and the Magnet was at t he to p of 

its fora , ait th e Gem seemed to have slackened down quite a bit , end 

the Mngnot pictures and stories cor tninly gave it a boos t , 

Tho Holiday Annual wns Soing well , nnd for twenty years I sup pose 

I contribut ed as much work to it :is anybody, and there were some good 

men droving f or the Anrnla.l and some first-rat e authors , led by Fr:i.nk 

Richardo , keeping up the Greyfritll'S tradition and th e s tandard of t he 

Gr eyfriars stories . · 

Tho great blow came on June 14th 1940 - I was gi ven a month's 

holi day nnd said good-byo to all "'II fri crxls at tho Msgnet offic e , 

inc l udi ng Hnurlce Down, R, J . Macdonald, Len Shields , Hedley O' Mant , 

end the oth ers with whom I had worked so happily for so long . I could 

never hope to work again with such a friendly association . 

Arxl in conclusion , here i s the very l ast l e tt e r s ent t o mo by 111!1 

ol d fri end Charli e Hamil ton . I think it will int ere s t Collectors ' 

Digest readers : 
Dear Q'3.pmn , 

You wouldn't gutH lltlat a pl ~ tt was t o tl nd )'OUr l etter on tbe mat 

th l s C10mlng , wt th that IBM't ll ous ClrCM'l ng In It . ETlde ntly yau MTI '8ken )"Our cu e 

t rom Cl eopo.irn.: and oa;e cennot wither nor cust«D .stal e your tntlnt u nrl et)'l tt 1 

CCIUld drew as you do, I woul d uk no OJrt of sods or cien. How do :rou 00 it ? That jol l.)' 

p l etw,, l a now p1Mtd up on Q' •tudY wal.11 elt c ltl n& a nntrab le d'IJckle en ry ttcie I 

l ook at It. 
I am gl ad to hear that you are now dol rc til t pi ct ures tor Che lates t bOOk, l 

Shall l ook rcrward t.o see tna them, M\tch I upect wll l t,1 about Easter . 1 hope you will 

be ge ttJ nc buq too on 880 , ror llltllch I han l otety turn ed In the reC11tlnder ot th e copy. 

I haw 1'1"l t t en a il'lcrt sto ry tn Lat in tor 880 1 11htch - 1t the publt llber doe,n ' t kt ck 

to o herd' - wil l 10 In, - rather en untque tent.ure1 l thi nk, though the publl 81ler tJlJY 

perhep1 th ink It too ai ch IOI 
ICtndes t r&gard1 , old boy , md m.Y" your penc ll n our i sh u lone a.s ctr 

R"'1ng ton l 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
JUNE Qfi}tsi.m eaoe at the beg t nn l ng or the month - and t had Huq:is . 1 t 'JfS.Sn' t very 
seri ous bUt lt wa.s patnrul tor c day or two and 1 had t.o stay t!MfJY troc school tor three 
M ek.s. What a teIT l ble eet.astopp , I ac pleased to s.:iy . 

Doug was amoyed because hi s lady r rtend , Freda , s.ald U\."Lt onl.1 co~n peopl e ha'fe 
Hw!C>S and tt lowered her opinion or cur t~tlY. 

The t1agnet hn.s been good thts C10nth - web better thM recentl.y . The Whltsm m.cber 
contoJned •The wrong Sort• Nl.l ch was the second 3to ry ttiout S i r Harry Senuclerc. In t he 
end he was eJpell ed tor t heft . 

• the 111sstng ttastcr4 wa.s about the new riaths tiaSter, ~ir. LD.?TY Laseelle s. He was o. 
prtzet t ght er before he went to CN11fr lars , and now a gr.ng kl<tiapped hl u to try to ci.::ike 
blo go back to t he Rtng. 

•The creytr lnrs Trippers' wns a good sto ry. Creyr r tP.rs hod a speci a l Pounders ' D,v 
Holldll.)', and the clalcS went t.o Prance on a d.:,.Y t rip . Ho.zeldene cot In t o trouble 
gartilln& , and the Sounder saved hli:i. 

n:ie tl nnl atol')' w3S t ip-top. Called •the Dnrtt Horse- i t t old about Btlly B1.:11ter 
c.hangl ng pl aces rilth o cousin or h i s cnl l ed Wal)y . Wnl.l.y was B1lly 1s doubl e, Md he 
spent h i s week's holi day nt t he sc.hool as Billy , encl surprised everytuxty. I liked this 
story vet")' Cllc.h. 

Early tn the oonth we hod e heat wave and It nns broken by sooe t en-ltlc tb.lncler
storr.s on June 14t.h. A t..""fl , woCJ.lll, Md ch ll d were k ll lt'd by ll ghUlln g Ylhen the y 
shel t ered Wk!er o tree on WMC1sworth COCDOn. 

Doug went to the Horse Shotr at 01Ytl)l o about that tin? , I woul d lt ke t o have gone, 
too , as l l ove hOrses , but I was still obit t'lml>Y. So he "ent nlth Freda Md Wobb)y 
Det roYne and hls gir l, Lavi ni e. 

th e next day Doug went down wi th lt..u:l)s. He was speech l ess , pnrtly "Ith annoyance 
Md part lY with hls race \'til c.h was S'IOll en on both sides . 1 hOO onl.y had It on one s ide. 

Host weeks 1 havo hod Cor.:lc Cuts. I t doesn ' t change C11dl , Md Is a lwe.¥S &ooct tor I\ 
pleaaont tl tteen cil nutes or so. There Is a new ser i al called 1 LoneSOGie1 or •The ttan.slon 
on tbe Hoor. • I t' s tbollt .lrl lMoeent convict 't'lho escwe d !I"OCI pri son. Seec.s a shline 
how the prisons are tul l or IMoeent oen. Harti n St eel Md hts Lndy iss l stan t s sttll 
cppear 1.n a sto l')' eve17 week, and ' The Red Rover!" are stil l goi ng st rong. 

Doug had a lette r tra:a Froda In whi ch she sold she wo.s SOl'f'Y to hear .lbcut his 
dtsease , but !tie wa., t h inki ng of putting her holr up ln a bun , so woul d be tn greo.t 
decan<I rroa al l the 1ll eg1bl e young r:1en. Doug was lt vld . He snld I had no busi ness to 
re ad h t s le t ter , but or course J Md t o rend lt to see Tbose tt wns. 

In Chuckles they have hm n Post cord Pl ot ccq>etl tt on. Render s have to st.etch out 
a plot on a post.can3 tor a Creytr t nrs sto ry , and they get a prize 1t Fronk Ri chards uses 
t he pl ot t or a a:torY in Ch.lckl es . The rl r st plo t used l s In a story cal l ed •To The 
Rescue,• but t t• a: not veJT good. Tbe cocl o dlaroc t en In the paper are qui t e tunny. 
TheT ore Breezy sen ood Dlsool Dutchy , Rufus Rubbern eclt, end Soxo, the cusrular .ID8M'el. 

l1Y grencb:)ther sent e11 tin sh tl llna s , so I bou&ht Doug t he HldtAtmO:!r Double Number 
ot the Union Jack whi ch contai ned: a long Sezton Blak! s t ory cal l ed • The Death Club,' 
Doug said It waa very sensa ti onal. 

t bought ~se lf the Soyt s Fri end 'Mllch cont ains an excl t tng new se ri al celled •The 
Legions of th e Kolscr ,• and the Penny Popular Ylllch has a tl ne St. J Im' s tale called 
•The Blazed Tran.• It Is a stoey tn a l ovely ser ies .'.lbout Toe HeET')" In the Wt ld Wes t 
ot America. Also In the Pop was a Sext on Blake storY calle<t 1Tl nkert s Pern. • I took 
"'"""'"'""'' '''""'""""'""'"'"'""""'"''-l1Nlllllm_,_,,,,,,...,,,,.,.,.,H,,,.l1t"'IH""'"flHIH•""''"""'N""""'"""''"''' ""'"""""'"' '''f'"'"'""'"'' 



Page 7 

tl>U sto ry to Nr. Lln<lsay who Is the Su '4n ii.lie expert; fie told "' tli&""ft' wesu,, 
seeond part or a tal e cel led •na e N)-3t ery or the Hin t • Witch appenred ln t.ht Union Jact 

ot>out 19(6 . 
Dad and tt.im went t o th e Adelphi Theat re to ,e a o. oust cal play cal.lid •The Bell e o r 

Bond Str-ee V' ,itilch staJTed S am Be.rnsrd nnd l na Clo.tre . ToWCll"da th e end or tho oonth 

Doug arw:3 I went to the pictures and snw ' Moths,' whldl was the Ut e story or the nove li st , 

OUld a. It wa.s a lon& ptcturt , be ing t n b re els , or nbout } ,700 reet . I found It rather 
borlng , but there ,ms a to niy Keystone COOtdY reaturtna Kabel Nan:::and, ford St erHn.g, 
and r ot ty Arbuckle. T1'11.s was c.3.lled 1 1. tbtdY Roc::::r.ee.• ni ere was alSo a rather runny
p letur- e t eeturtnc John BI.DIY and F'lora F't nd>. 

t n the middle or June the sut t M'.gett u put a soall be.Tb tn Westotnst er .\bt>ey near 
tho Coronati on Chair. A bit or dacnge we.a done. The.t sort or thl ng seem very stuy . 
The Ktng t .s seot wu a bit torn. 

The Cec hal been ebcut anr:ige thls ccnt h. The ti nt Issu e was a special Seoutln& 
1'llJd>er which conU.lned e &ood Bt . Jtc's t~t called ' The Rh'al Petrols .• Then c«:ie 
' Alf..Y or St. J Ir:' t' 9',,1d\ was about e. boy called "1£emon Ble nlttnsop who ~ to St . 

J t c• s rroo Huckleberry Heatl\ , end Hiss Fl':lll)ttt o*ed Toe Hef"t"Y to keep Mera on hie. 
•Pl oying II Port• Wll.8 very c:ood. Mont)' Lowther took o p.'.ll't In a plo.7 , ln order to 

h elp hl s old friend , Hcratlo Curll . Lnst story or tbe oonth wos n b l t or o thrill er . 
Ccl.led •orderad OtP It wa1 obout a s trnna e Dr. crenreu, Mio took M old hous e cal l ed 

The Pines . 
Shodc.l,w nea has Just NAChcd ce . I •vt ne3r}f ~ Ut ~ sides wl tb crytng . 

Freda' s got the f'11M::ils. 

woom : rAJ0.6 FlCHTS ... Police Budget editi on. fl\eae were weekl.)' m.mbers which 
roll owed Paoous crtces c.nd r oo ror t.ftO years . 

JOH l..\NCLEY, 57 SJ.NIXiAfE RQ.'.Q, BJRNil§HAJ1 ;?§. 

abc)ys ~~~ 1~~~ !
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det.::&1ls t.o:-
Nllfflf:N PIUGNJll., ,, , BRJ.E STRµ:r , LIVERPOOL, 7. 

ttltSE?SllE BIWfQI o.s.s.c. nqutres s:ia.11 quantiti es Ol d Boys Books other thD.n those 

by R:ltll lt on :.rid Brodt s. DetallS t.o:-

M),vy.N PR.AGNJl.l., 33, BRA£ §TR£Ef, LIVERPQ(l., 7• 

~: Bc:tlOO VolUl:!e · ~ u:ra• Nos. 1 to 25 lne. tlrst New Serl es . Good 

condition . s . A. E. tor de t allL 

R, &'~tDDUIJN, 53 TAAP LM./E, QlEFFIEU), t1. 

~~v~~~ t~~ ~~
1:!1~:C~~ ! 0!hc4~!.m°Zi:~. :e:e ~ro:':~\=~:\t::'or 

£5, pl us postaa e . Also the roll owtns ot 51 ... each: Nos. 4.30, 4113, 449, l6 1, ~ . 517 , 

518, 591, 594, ~ . 6d3, 656, 662. Po.st.llge utro. 

~ . JXgl§JQR HCMHi, ~ ~ -

OIAHG& Of AOOIU2l8: 
FRANlC CABE•B ne.. odctresa t s ,:, , Trent.on Close , Broocot e , Notts . 

----·---- .. -·-------



a&AKIIA•& 
Conduct ed by JOSEP!IINE PAC!GW< 

271 Archdal e Road, East Iulwich . S, E, 22, 

I om happy to report that work upon t ho Sext on Bleke Catalogu e i s 
now in full progress , It is of course an immense tusk and will toke 
quite a while . However, now tha t the work has begun it is only a 
question of time befo re the finished product will be avail abl e , 

Tho littl e pi ece in this i ss ue about STACE\'. BLAKE was sent to oo 
by Gerry Alli son , and I om suro t hat all Blake l overs will join mo in 
thanking Ger ry fo r this inf omation , J OSIE PAOOWI 

SEXTON BLAKE and CRAIG l@INEDY, in THE DEATH RAY 

By llal t er Webb 

The Death Rey-was , as it s name impli es , an i nst rument of dea t h 
and destruction , agains t which obj ec t s , both animat e and inanimat e , 
had no adequa t e defence, In the hands of a man unscrup,lous enough 
t o use it, he ,rould be possessed of a power th o like of whi ch no 
s i ngl e human being had ever expe ri enced before , The pittan ce of th eir 
wit s agai nst t hose who would have u.sed the Death Ray as a means of 
intimid ation - by thre a t s of elimination , no l oss - to gain the ir 
ends , and th e ul timllt e des tru ction of the Ray its el f, were trium JW! 
second t o none in th e di s tinguis hed cnr oers of Sexton Blak e , th o 
famous Briti sh criminol ogis t, and Craig Kennedy, th e American 
sc i entific investigator . 

There is , of course, no record of Blake and Kennedy ever working 
t ogeth er - it so happened thllt two dot ecti vo s tory wri tors , one 
British the other American - hit upon a similar plot , and had their 
r espe ctive heroeo heading for the same goal , alth ough, since th e Bl ake 
version appeared some t en years a ft er the Kennedy epi sode , it may well 
have been t hat th e autho r of th e first named, llnlto r Shut e , got the 
i dea for his s tory from th e oth er writ er, the well - ranember ed t.merican 
noveli s t , Arthur Benjamin Reeve, vho , i t may be noodless to mentio n, 
gained fame by virtue of his conception of th e charact er of Crnig 
lf!!.!l!t2.2.Y., •• .,9.L~Q .. J .l!R...l!l~-£iil~r.i.,.M ... Jr.Q;c;i.i,Q11,.J,,;i_tllll..lw..t.t~Lil.l!9Jmdl.!!L. 
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was consi dorod good enough to be made i nto a f i lm, wher eas th e Briti sh 
one failed to ga in any r ecognition outside Blak e circles . Even so , 
c omparis on of the two i s most int cres till8 and forms t.hc basis of an 
in t riguing arti c l e . 

It appeared that t he Englis h Death Rey was th e more potent articl e , 
sinco , by correct f ocus , it could bri ng buildings c:ri.....;i u~ . • 1e, !own into 
dust , whereas the Ameri can inventi on ~ook its toll on human lif e only . 
I n t ho Blake version , the Ray f ell into t he hands of George ~larsdon 
Plummer , who, despit e assurances by ono of hi s fome r chronicler :;:;. 
Norman Godd3rd, th a t he was a ferve nt patriot, yet held hi s coun , ,·, to 
ransom and threa t ened to se ll the ray to a fo re ign power unle ss hi s 
da:iands were complied with . In the J1merioo.n sto ry th e roy was used by 
a notorious ch:iroc t cr rejoic i ng in t he sob r iquet of The Clutching Hand , 
a si nist er , stunted fi,:;urc , whose ri ght am was continually thrus t 
fo r,mrd in a per petual cl ut ch , This unpr eposse~s i ng individual was a 
constant menace to th e lov el y Elaine Dodge, Cr ai g Konnedy' s swee t he art, 
cos t attrac t i vely por tray ed by t he lut e Pearl White in th o mara t hon 
so ri :i.l of the old sil ent d.::iys, 11The Expl oits of El::dnc . 11 

11The Death Ray" wo.s episode nine of that se ri al , and w.:is shown nt 
tho Pal.ace Ci ncrr ... 1., at th e com er of Kcntish Town Rood and Prince of 
Wales Road, on Thursday and Fr iday , t he 23rd and 24th of December , 
1915. Saturday was Chri stmas Day, and the c inema , which woul d ordinar 
i ly have opened for a children ' s afternoon matine e , doubtles s he l d it 
on Frid ay, and one vi sualises the scene on that particular afternoon 
a t the Mace as one of joyful ant i cip,tion on t he p,rt of t he younger 
cinemagoers queuei ng cu tside the pay-off ice agai nst a backgrotuld of 
gaudi ly print ed placards adve r ti sing th e film . Young hearts without 
a care in the vorld ; yet what a different picture it must have bee n 
in the hOllles of maI\Y of those care fr ee yo\U\gsters, ns the ir mothers , 
with hearts mt.de heavy with anxiety , hoped and prayed that the news 
they most dreaded to hear would never come. 

For these were t he days of t he first world war, when the loss of 
3ome loved one in th o se nsel ess slaughte r of Bri tish li ves in th e green 
fie l ds and pic tur esque village s of France and Belgium plunged thouarud9 
of homes int o th e utmost depths of misery and despai r . His t ory r eminds 
us that at no period vas the nation in suc..r.i. sore need of esca pism as 
a t t hat J)'il'ticular time, when vi ctory l ooked so far awo;y and defeat so 
desperately near, 1915 was inde ed a bl ack Christmas - a Christmas of 
smouldering hatr ed oga inst a ruthless f oe, for allied to th e hug e 
los ses on th e Western Front was th e utte r fai lur e of th e lle.rdenelles 
campaign and the execution by the Gennans in Brussels of the English 
"""''"''""" . .,,,,...,.,...,,,.,.,,.,..,.,,,.,,.,.,...,.,,.,.,,,,,.,...,.,.., , . .,.,..,.,,,,,., . .,,,,.,.,.,,,.,,.,,.,,,..,,,,_,,..,,,,.,,,.,.,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,.,,,,,,,..,,.,,,m,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,1,,1•;;,, ..... 
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nurse, &ti th Cavel l. 
Neither radio nor televi sion i n those days, so those at home had 

to seek relief from their anxiet i es outside their ht<Des. The theatre , 
the music-hall, and the newly built ci nemas were a boon and n blessing 
th en , and among the stors of that ern who did so much t o UJXl()ld t!le 
morale of a long-suffering Bri ti sh p.,bli c none did more to achieve 
this than America ' s leading lady , the pretty and talented Pearl White , 
who gave herself no respite in the mald.ng of those thrilling serials , 
which had audiences flocking to the cinemas in their thousands , 
worries and cares forgotten, if onl y for a while . 

In his Olm sphere , Blake , together with his two assistan t s Tinker 
and Pedro, did his bes t too, and with the added advantage that, since 
hi s 'ldventures were p.,blicised through the print ed word, they could be 
fo '. ,wed by the fighting men themselves , as copies of both U,J . and 
th e newly l aunched S,B,L, found their way in to th e t renches. 

To one privileged to have seen th ese old - time film epi sodes 
emerges a highly interesting fac t. How much like E, R. Parker ' s con
ception of our own Blake and Tinker were the pl aye rs who took the 
rol es of Craig Kennedy and his report er assi s tant, I/alter Jllll!eson . 
J ameson, ployed by Creighton llnle, was a f a ir-haired , boyish, fresh 
looking young man, rather slight in build, and with a most infectious 
grin - he was Tinker to the life! Arool d Daly, who played Kennedy, 
would havo made an excellent Blake , and , though you might feel inclined 
to criti cise this claim on the grounds that tho actor was somewhat too 
heavily built to hav e made an ideal model of the criminologist , in all 
other r ospec ts Daly looked quite the inrl• This is particularly so in 
his laboratory in th e process of sane intricat e experiment , his in
tellectual face absorbed, a pipe with a curved s tem between set lip,, 
j ust like Blake ' s old briar , and with sparse hair brushed well back 
fran a high forehead to fonn the now familiar V. 

To the Death Ray. This was in appearance lik e an ordinary search
light, but with a gigantic cone attached in such position that the beam 
exuded from i t s smaller end, giving it a pencil slim shaft of extra 
ordinary power; In daylight it was invisible, and , by its use , the 
Clutching Hand, harassed by Kennedy's persistent thwarting of his 
plans, endeavours to throw th e detective off the trail. El aino 
(Pearl White) receives a message warning her that unless she persuades 
her lov er to l eave the country by a certain tim e a passer -by will meet 
i nstant death outside Kennedy's apartment every hour until he does so . 
One man dies, and Kennedy is in a quandary; another is struck down on 
the sidewalk, and to r elieve the feelings of a distressed Elaine, he -- ...... _,,_ ,_,,. ... ,., . ..,,,,,_,,.,,,._,. ___ ,,_.,,~,, ... , __ ,,,_ ... _,., , .. .,,.,., ... 

• 
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lllllkes plans to lea vo for South Africa , 
&t , like Ble.ke, the American sleuth is not bea t en so easily , 

Disguised as members of the ship 's crew, he and Jameson leavo the 

vesse l just befo r e it sails , nnd cont ri ve to bo left behim , They 

make for Elaine's llpElrtmont, where, deli8J,tedly , she informs her l nvye r 

of Kewicdy 's return . This being episode 9 am not the final one , she 

i s in happy i.,r.lorance of the fact that tho attentive , suave , and 

smoothly efficient l:,wyer is , in reality , the hooded mon.strosi ty known 

n.s Tho Clutching Hand , s o it is hSI<!ly surprising that Kennedy am 
J ameson eventually find themselv es pri soners in a ce ll ar of the gong 

le3der ' s hideout , Elaine , hoaxed by n messo,ie l'lrporting to hnve been 

sent by Kenncdy, also finds herself n pri soner, Gagged, and with her 

wri s t s plllod behind hor and held fast by one of th e go.ng, she i s 

forced to look down into tho colla r whilst the rey is directed down 

t owards the crouching figures of her two friends , 

But it has t o be conceded t!.:lt Kennedy was just as adept as Blo.ke 

in wriggling out of situatioro as ticklish as this ono, In his hnnd 

he bol ds a secret weapon - a roumed object re sembling an ordinary ""'8'

nifying glass . I t is a rey dive rt er , wi th t he power of divert ing th e 

boom back to its source . As El.'.line above strugg l es frontically , 

dragging her captor 1111 over tho floor i n ru, attempt to freo herself, 

Kennedy at l ength succeeds in get t ing bis di vcrter in direct line with 

tho ray , \lhnt h.'.lppens then sends the disconc erted crooks i nto n panic , 

and, in the smoke-f ill ed roan , El.nine pllls free nm camnences to doal 

out dest ruction of the Death Ray, evading t oo frantic lunges of tho 

Clutching F.nm , ·,ho seeks to prevent her ns police pour into the 

building, having been notified by th o re sourceful Kennedy i n advance 

as to the location of the gong ' s hO!ldquarters , The Clut chill8 Hand ::md 

his m,ymidons escape , of course , I t ' s t ho old fomula - th e prossi .ng 

of a but ton, the fireplace folding back , ruxl the gang escaping vio. a 

secret pnssoge t o freedom , Elaine , exbD.usted afte r hor terrific r e 

sistcnc e , no loneer seeks to ovoi d cl utching hands - t hey are Kennody ' s , 

so she fulls in to than , and in the close-up she i s soon henging l imply 

i n the detective ' s am s os ho whisks her out of tho room, 

The Clutching Hnnd was lucky - more so th!ln the fcnntical Pl ummer , 

who sought to dominat e his f ell ow mon by thrent of extenoination only 

to be foiled by Sexton Blake , George Marsden Plummer died from th e 

effects of the very weapon by which he had sought to buy power - the 

Death Ray, itself , 
And this r ecal ls one of those inexplicab l e happe ni ngs which must 

forever remain a talking point of Blake affairs , Why, a.fter only his 
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;;.;;; Pl~ stor;, did Wnlter Shut e decide to· kill off this long 
estab li shed character - a character, be it noted, who was nlso bei ng 
usod by two other authors , G. H. Teed and Jolul Babin, at that time, 
One f ee ls that S'nuto had an incredible nerve to have delib erate ly p,t 
out of circulation a character he nover conceived and so deprive two 
of his colle"8UCS from writing further s tori es about him. Editorinl 
connivance would, of course, eliminate him from all criticism, but 
that he was not asked to do what he did is · evident by the f act that 
only a few weeks later G. H. Teed had to resurr ect Plummer and offe r 
a plausibl e explanation of his escape from death . 

Ther o mny, or there may not, be OX'<{ siljnificance in the f act that 
Shute never ag:,in contributed to U.J., or its succes so r , DETECTIVE , 4 
WEEKLY. · 

* * * * * * * 
Sexton Blake - OJHON JACK - Officinl Info=tion . No. 7. 

By ll. o. G. Lofts 
.A lilYStel")' allT'OWldtna: th e cuthorshtp or U.J . Blo.ke wt.hors has been n:Mt I t.ertl 

th e •hal t -discovered names,' To elucidat e , when 1 was cos t tortunat e enough to peruse 
Hr. H. w. TwYmn' s personnl list or authors that he Md kept ln his peri od or edi tor , I 
found such •hnlt' nooes as rsnpt • .'Young' •Tyler' appeooed to tales. Wttb these nSCJes 
being typed out nearly llJ yeus ago - and the three wri te r s h.ovtng only writ t en rour 
Blake's betftem thee - t t Is Wlderstandeble how ttr. 1'lf)'t)Ol) coold not rec ,i.ll today , 
enythtng abollt the=. 

S tnce the ttrst publJcatlon or these n.a.'les In a c.o • .Annual ~ yellr8 ego mil¥ 
theor t e.s have been brought forward as to the eonwt tdent1 t y. 1wu1 Ywngt mo wrote 
t n the BOYS R&AU1. •Charl es w. fy l er • Clo contr100ted In the Union Jo.Ck Suppleccnt . 
W. 8 ept.e - who wrote an ear]Jr non-Blake yern tn the U.J . - and Arltus Se.pt or Dnily 
Htrro r rac:ie ,mo .snnd the peJ)er !toe! ex,ttnctton umny yeo.rs ago. Alas,. tor our t.beortes 
- only one baa been proved correct - by o! !lcto.l records I han seen , and tha t t s 1n 

::rc:~:: 1:i!4J!:e.-~: ~~e!0:1:S !~:·:1~:e:~e/!~;1!: ~00~~ ~~~.,fl 
RF.AUi In the ear}y 201s .. one c.Jl l ed 'Saved by Wt reless t and Cel'l.)' others or a t.hrllltng 
nature. 

The CG'Sterl oua ' Young' - 1'a& Fred w. Young - a proll rt c out.her or stori es tn an.n-e 
- and other papErS. the two U.J. tales he 'M'Ote "ere NO l] ~ ' The s~ ciue t and 
~ · H30 •The Orem Flosh.' Another point or interest la t t he penriaser ai 1n 

e N/.CNET ent tii ed •1be f'hant.om Bat • Wlder the surprising pen-name or 'Hedley Scott.• 
Some explanation ts needed here , aa th i s pen-nm::ie h cred i ted to Hedley O•Hant - editor' 
ot tbe MAGNET, "10 carried on the Fen-ers Locke tales after Charles Hamilton had ceased 
to wrl t.e thm. The cnly theory tha t I can ott er t s that rather than Invent o new name 
they let the •Heclle1 Scott' be used to COYer al l the tnles or Hr. Ham.Jl ton •s det eetln 
tn the Cof.l)Mlon popers . 

U.Ja )095 ' DJe A4?:entm:, O{ tlJO B}ack Splge r4 by •Tyler.• 
The renl.at1on ot tilts ait.hor 'JfaS a cqlete Sl?'Prlse, ood Hr. f'wyl:lBO Md tn his 

llst a red hening It eY"er there fl'8.I one. I coo only conclude that the •Tyler' was 
lotted do1'n io cover the Identity ot aom star t necl>er lllho lhoul.d not l\aTe been a 
contributor and wlltted io be under e noo-de-p l w:ie. A s1m1lar caae 1'8.1 •Anthony Baron• -· ... -- ----------.................. .,,.,,,. .... , ....... ~ ... --···-·-··--... ----... ... 
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Vlbo was a ced)er or a rival t i re,. - real nnne j;~tus BtJJr.e::'- now aecea.,ed - Md Who 

~~e~~ 1_!9L:1f :~~ 0o~n~!:°~~~ ~~:;verT~:U~~~ 0~n1e1w~ ~4hlY ~::~n by 
t hat 1t coul d have been the br l lll m t Welstl bard Md writ .er Oy}M Thooa.!ll 

Other nwes which have al,r3¥s been socethtng or n cy-st ery have been solved to qy 
sa.ttsr octt on as Collows: 
•Stanford Webb ert was a non,,,de-plUDe ... real rn wa.s o. w. Pil e. Mr. H. w. Twyoan can 
reooroor hi e very talntl,v as want ing to bo ca lled t his nJDe, snc:I orl g !nal]Jr called h l rr. 
•st rawtord Webber.• o. w. Pil e w.:is i ndignant about lt S lio records or hl s wrttt ng any 
ot her fiction spare t roc: the DETECTIVE WIE!a.Y. 

Wilfred TreceUtn was the real R3D! or th e aut hor, :ind a Comer Ur-pil ot In the R.A. F'. -
no COMcctlon .J.t all ,11th tho above as reported sorae ti me ego. Wrot-0 flying sto ri es Jn 
non- juv enil e fiction. Have y et to oeet an author wh::I knew hf o personallY . Also wroto 
tor atUl13 .ll'ld Hodem Boy. 

~re:r~la!~~r•,.~:° air:~ e~~t~~t!~e :6;~~c~l~t~;:;:own about hie except that li ke 

[S WERE t. THRIU1:R F'f.N IN THE H<XEE:7 By L, s , Ellt9tt 

ReC1erxier tb e fl"Lrlller? One or the r!nest pre-w.1r papers t or stor i es or eys t cry, 
cr t oe , end detcct tcn , publlsh oel at the r enarkab l e Prtc e ot 2d . Each r..atn story wru, 
sa td to be one-third or non.n l novel length • 

.A numer ot worl d-tnmu s wtho rs, lt ke Lesli e Charterts , cado the ir noce t n th o 
Tbr'tlle r - and the Sa int oade his rtrst lq:,ortant app&al"'Mee there. One pr ovlou s 
appearance only - •Meet the ' Ttger- - ...tllch, until hts ac1Vent 1n the Thrtller, pa ssed 
unnoticed . 

Do any renders reoect>er the co1:111ete Sexton 818lte story suppl et'.lmt or 20 pages , 
ent i tled 1 111dn1ght Cold" by Cllbert Chester , which was given tre e In th e thr 1llero d.lted 
Feb . 15th , 1930? 

rroo 111£ YOR.KSHJ Rt POOT, 5 "N, 1964 
l'fl.1 8 1 BW E 

Hr. St ~ey Bltl.Jte , of Cedl1ng Rood, .I.mol d, Hott s, who has died nner an eye 
opcrat 1<m was r. well - !<nOMl writ er and .irtls t. He wos 9t . 

I , nw:ber ot hts pa intin gs nrc In Nottlngha.~ Cast l e A.rt Ca llery. He hOO wc h 
succe ss with Sexton Blllk.o det ec tiv e stor i es ffltch he nrote "Ith a t ea,;,: ot oth er writ er s . 

Hr . Blake was a keen cyclist and Md pedalled through olm:,st every Europoon country , 
one or ht s l ongest joun,eys ~ Ing rroa Nottlnghllc to Athens. He l eaves e widow Md two 
daught ers . 

{Stacey Blake M"Ote the roll owtng stories t or the l.lHON J ACK, all or ,th tch rca t ured 
ieaptaln Christ.ms ' : 

No. 12"7 The Case or the 0 11 Pirates; No. 1273 Roo.rs Atlo a t; No. 1274 The Cas e ot the 
ltafttr Ktng. 
Two ser l als ln th e UllON JACK 111ere also wrl tten by htr: 
(year 1926) Froc Pr isoner to Presta ent ; (year 19al) The Isl& or Strt r e. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - J:SI~ p~~; 
RETU RN QF SEIT QN BL AXE 

We underst&OO that Sexton Blake stories will be back in t he Shops towards the end 
ot the year . 



CONWCTED BY JACK WOOD 

DO YOU IIDIDlBER'? By ROGER J.l, .rallffi!S 

lio, 49, Boys ' Frien d 4d Library No, 435 - "The Schemer of St . Frank 's" 

"I Juve thoroughl y enjoyed writing thi s yi::rn," said Ed-.y Sear les 
Brooks in Gem No, 1370 when referri ng t o thi s 4d book , "'1Ild it i s , in 
f ac t, " r eal school sto ry , centred at St . Frnnk' a i tse lf . I have been 
rn ting about a ll the characters we know so well - clups l ike Berne.rd 
Forrest ruid lli ll i :,m N:ipol eon Browne and Vivian Trav ers - to scy noth 
i ng of our favourit e chum, Handforth. . . .. From thi s you cnn i.mo.(;ine 
bow I have revelled in writ i ng thi s s tory . " 

"The Schemer of St. Frank ' s , " which was p,blished in June 1934, 
wns th e first of a number of St , Frank ' s W es i n thi s l ibrnry 
( "Others will follow in quic k succession , " said the author in t he 
next week's Gem) but most, i f not all , of t hese l<>ter stori es were re
print s . So No. 435 rem<>ins somethi ng of a curiosity , <> new St , 
Frsl>k' s story written <>ft e r th e Nel son Lee ended, and possibly tho 
last school s tory the author ever wrote to appear in a si ngle volume, 
"It 's a brand new yam," said Edwy Scarles Brooks a fortni ght l at er , 
"a scho ol story p,re nnd simpl e , wi th cri cket as t he central theme ." 
He made contirnml ref erences to thi s sto ry for weeks af t er,i,ards, even 
at tho expense of ignoring oth er St . Frank ' s talcs in the lib ra ry, 
and ho assured Cl ive Simpson that there was no need to be 1susp:j.cious ' 
of it . There coul d be no doubt that it was a new tale . 

The s t ory was unusual for a St . Frank ' s sto ry i n that th ere""" 
no o.dult criminal - al l th e main charact ers were .:it St . Frank's , and 
Nels on Lee made no appearance at all. After an .:i.ccident, Vivian 
Travers was forbidden to use a motor- bik e by his father , and so , when 
Forre s t discov ered that Trav ers had di sobeyed hi s f at her and was 
li able to bo taken awey from St. Frank's , he began to bl ackmail 
Tro.vers in vari ous weys. William Napoleon Browne, whom Edwy Searles 
Brooks mentioned in his advance notice of this story, pl ayed procti -

.cal l ;v,no wt e.t al l . ....... ·-··-·· .. -····•"""'-··- .. ·--""'"~ "'""""'""""""""'""""""'-"'"'· 



·----~ On reading a St . Frank ' s s tory for the first ti.me in severol years , 
I om struck by a number of points, The IIIQSters n t the s chool give no 
impress i on of l clll'ning and scho l '11'Ship a t "11 : I think this must be 
becauso the class - room sce nes that Charles Hamil t on portr:zyed with 
loving CCU'e ( to so.y nothi ng of the scho l ns tic dis jlUtes be tween Dr. Locke o.nd !tr . Quelch) o.re enti rel y missing . In particular , Fighting 
Ji!: Kingswood, the Headmast er who addressed Fourth - formers ns "you 
fellows ," seans sane wh.:lt l o.eking in dignity, Edwy Sea rl es Brooks said , 
"Porsono.lly , I think ho is a much bette r he~dl!IQster t h.on the kindly old Dr. Sto.ffo rd . Times have changed , and Mr. Kingswood is an esse ntial ly 
modem = , young , virile , and a s pl endid mixer with the boys . " I have 
th e temerit y to disagre e with the author horo , und I tri ed to r :iise 
thi s point with Mr. Brooks himself when he at t ended tha London Club 
meet ing l.Mt Christmo.s , but I was dis appoint ed to learn that ho h:id 
forgott en about the headmost crn of St . Frank ' s , and so this di scuss i on 
can nevor to.ko place now: 

Ag:iin, I om consciou s of 11 st rong nnt i p!lthy to Handforth . There 
i s no doubt thn t we wero int eoocd to li ke him, but I ofte n thought his 
chnrnct or got out of hand , and he wns portrayed lfr.o a lout . For 
exampl e , aft e r his fi ght 11i th Bern..~rd Forre st in t his story , we read 
this description of Hnndforth: "His l of t oyo wos J)Uffy, hi s ri ght ear 
was l opsided , and bl ood v 3S smeued on his forehead end upper Up and 
chin . His clothing w11S moro or le ss i n r egs , " I shoul d hardly think 
that "our f avourit e chump" wns an apt sumcing-up here , ovon th ough he 
wo.s more.Uy in tho ri ght . Of course , anyone who di slik es !landforth i s 
not likely t o onjoy many St . Frank 's sto ries, just cs a liking for 
Bunter i s necessary to ge t the best out of the Greyfrinrs stories . 
Possibly the tro uble lay in t rying t o present such a chara cter among 
the heroes of t he s tori es . Coker , for exampl e, wns just igno r ed by 
Potter and Green when he beca:,:e too e:r.a.sperstin.; - there were no 
bl oody fa ces and clothe s in r!l8S a t Greyfriars . Grundy, who was nearer 
in age to th e le ading charac t era nt St . Jim's , """ scarce l y on friendly t ema with them, but there i s no doubt thlt he w'1B les s successful than 
Coker because he was younger . At aey rote , there are occns ions when 
Handforth se emed excessively brutal , and this has spoiled the s tory 
for me. 

Vivian Trave rs , on th e other hand , is a very different kettle of 
fish . He """ portreyed at time s very successfully , and , even if there 
seem t o be one or two stages miss i ng in the logic when be has his 
bat tl e of wit s with Forrest in thi s story, there i s s till sufficient 
a ttra c tivenes s about hi s character to make th e tal e very readabl e . In 
_ __ ____ _ _________ , _ _ __ , _ _ ,, __ _ _ _ _ ,m• m 
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short, "The Schemer of St. Frank ' s " i s one of those books th at prob-
ably enchnnted the faithful followers a t the time bu t it was lw.rdly 
of sufficient merit to win maey new converts to the cause . 

~ By H, Chaµnan 

What a grend thing it i s t o be still yowig and ful l of youthful 
illusions , bu t wha t a disa ppointm ent as ona grows ol de r to have these 
illus io ns shatte red ; to f i nd that Sherl ock Holmes , whom I thought 
r ea lly did exis t, (perhaps because his adventures were recorded in 
s tiff covers) was only a fictioll.'.11 characte r like Lee and Bloke , and 
to find that all thos e wonderful pl aces such us El Dorado, Atlantis, 
the Sargasso Sea., etc . t were only mythical or fictional . 

Some of th e A. Pr ess authors , although writing some very i.ma8ina
tive sto ries about thos e pl aces at times , se l dom ignored t he lnws of 
nature . Invisible Men, Flyi ng Hen, etc . were avoide d , as a rul e . 
They di d brenk the rul e in one type of story , hwever . This was in 
stories deillng with ventril oqui sm. Billy Bunter and lli chodOOIUS 
Trotwood were two of th e s t ar performers in this fie l d . 

Bunter; to my mind, was never convi ncing . In nonnal conversat i on 
he stuttered, became confused , contradicted himself , Wld generally 
t i ed himse lf i nto laiots . When he put what he ca ll ed his "wonderful 
ven tril oqui sm into use , however, he suddenly became very artful , coul d 
t oll a very plausi bl e tal e nnd carry on decept ion through euccessfully , 
To mo thi s was quite out of charact er . 

Nichoderous Trotwood, however , of St , Frank's , a lthough rathe r a 
freak in appearance was a very brainy youth and quite capable of per-
fanning such tri cks . liri t i ng from memory, I think the most smusing 
s t ory of Trotwood and his ventriloquism that occurred was in the ' 
Colon el Clinton se ri es , St. Frank's f ans who have read thi s series .,. 
will r emember tha t Mr. Stockdale, t he College House Houst'lllllst er, had • 
to l eave fo r a time owing to ill - heal th and Colone l Cli nton took his 
pl ace . The College House boys were dolighted to have a War Hero for ll 

Housemaster, but he turnad out to be a Military crank and mllde t hei r 
li ves unbeara ble. He turn ed t he house into what he ca ll ed the 
Barracks , and tho schol ars into soldi ers and mado them parade in t he 
gaudies t of uni forms . He ols o brought an undesirabl e charac t er , 
Sergeant Donovan, to th e Coll ege t o tak e charg e of the juniors, t o 
drill t hoo nnd take them on route marches . Ho turn ed out to be a 
brutal bully. 

'!be amusing inci dent I r eferred to occurred when he sen t enced ,, .. H.------··--·-r, •1-- •--tt,i;,.. ____ __ I,,., ... ,...,.,,,,,,,.,,,_,,,.,...,_,,,.,,,,,,,.,.,,._,_. 
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(Private) Yorke to stnnd in the Triangle for :, full hour in :, freezing 

snowstoxm with his hnnd nt the- snlute . After n few minute s , however , 

Nipper & Co. substituted a d"""Y in Yorke ' s pl.nee and then hid them
selves nellrby to wait results . It was dusk at the time e.nd snowing 

hoavily , m:iking visibility very bod. After a time Donovan vent up to 
"Yorke" and wllrned him not to move unt il the hour was up . This vas 

where Trotwood "did his stuff . " He mnde "Yorke" answer bock , telling 
him ho was a rotten bully , etc . After sane a rgument Donovan beceme so 
angry he knocked "Yorke" down. At this manent Clinton nrrive-d on the 

scene and took eh.trge . He too threatened "Yorke" who answered in t:. 

weak voic e s,ying he was dying from exposure and that DonoV:lll and Clinton 

were to blnme. Becaning anxious , Clinton told Donovan to c:irry "Yorke" 
indoors , but when he nttemp t ed to do this "Yorke" began t o fall apo.rt . 

To thei r horror his llI'III Ctlme off , but when he kept on t:ilkill6 after 
losing hi s head , they began to reali se there !l!USt be something "fishy" 

about things, They were sure of this n moment l :it e r, when the watching 
juniors , who had been almost bursting with merricent , coul d bold them

selves in no longer , <Ind let themselves go unroo.rious l y . Groot was 
Clinton ' s ange r when he found that he hnd been japed , but groo.tcr still 
was his reli ef when he found th<lt "Yorke " was not really dying . Not 
laioving who was responsible however , he could not punish anyone . Trot
wood W!lS a grent hero with the juniors nft er thi s episode . Told in 

Broor.s I ro.cy style and with more det3il tb.:m I have been abl e to r emem

ber , it made very amusine reading , 
I W!lS very young when I recd this story and enjoyed it immerooly . 

Not being grontly both ered about tho improbability or imposs ibility of 
whnt I l.'<lad in those days I "too k it all in . " To gi ve oey more of the 

plot would spoil it for ruzyone who has not relld the story of Colonel 
Clinton (old aeries No. 187- 194) and llllly be fortunate enough to do so 

in tho futuro, but it bas always boon one of my favouri t e St . Frank's 
yo.ms. 

It V!lS sometime nfterwards that I saw rey first real ventriloquist , 

complete with dumrey. This was in a summer show on the sands . Of cours e , 

I expected him to lll!lke his voice come fran one of the nc:irby donkeys , 

or from th e top of the Scenic Railvey . But no, a ll he did """ s i t with 
his doll on his knee . Certai nly he could speak without moving his lipe , 
and as the doll • s mouth was only about six inch es Dll"lf and kept opening 

Md closing it was possible to imagino the doll w!lS actually talking . 

Poor chop, I though t, I suppose be is doing his best , but he is not !lS 

Sood as Trotwood, Complete disillusion W!lS st ill to come. I came to 
realise in later days that the chap on the sands was quite a good 
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ventriloqui s t a s ventriloquists go in r esl life, but I r emember I 
thought it a very poor effo rt at th e time. 

Perhaps after sl l it i s a good thing to kee p one ' s youthful 
illusions as lo ng as poss ibl e ; a lot of children seem t o "know all 
the answers" at a ve ry ear ly age t hese days . I can still enjo y these 
s tories, however , although nowadays I have to tak e 110. gm.in of salt" 
with them. 

THOSE PARKINGTOII STORIES 

: ,~w~;:!~e: ~~ :'1rta~e.:r~e::z.p~~r1~~ ~~r~!~;~:~~~i~~~~~ 
During thts period Broob: hod atvcn ce pl enty on the credit s to e to C<ll't'Y me through 
11.1ch run s. I h8d been well bol s t ered fru,, the halcyon days or Dr. Knmak {lll!'lo Nelson 
Lee described u a•Hountebank ana a Charlatan wtth a fl atr tor osunt atton" ) such 
dellgh tCUl itira.,es were cara:,n tn the Nel son Lee In those ds,y.s through the 'Ezra 'I 
QJtrke 1 series , la t er the •Wllbeyt a Dog Ser leSI with the second t hece of the Remove 
pl&Yln& Bennington TOffll, (Brooks wa.s at his best In descr i bi ng t lc tton al root.bal l 
tatches: he left HslltCll stane1tng on thh 1 score) till th e stories sank to an all-time 
low with the K. K. Poritlngton Per i od+ 1 agree wlt.h Frank Unwln tha t they were by rar 
th e worst up to that date . Brooks appeared t o have becane ao tci, otlcnt and wenrted or 
hts characters that he Intended to end t t all u QUlcitly as pos sibl e. (He lost t:1e a.s 
reader at that t tee. ) 

11'1.e other •poor pertcd!' were those when Handrorth took: charg e ccq:,let el y. t eot.urec:t 
oceaalonallY. he was an ed.tllrebl e che.r.l.cter; ffllEn a sur ret t ot h lo was presented he 
seeced to deteriorat e to nothing more t.han an art'Ogant , noisy , stupid bull.Y, \'11.o 
lntl at da.ted new boy s Md Om'Ch Md McCl ure with p?lystcal violence to obta i n his own 
ends . Recent).y Brooks stated that Alt'Nd Edgar wanted hlci to feature kandrorth as the 
• s ~ In every Issue so that QB,)" have been one or the causes or the deter l ore.t ton. 

I 1'al ted tn vain r or nn tasue Nlere Bernard Forrest had an encount er wi th Handrorth 
and Forrest "a., portreYed gi ving htci a t.horough beat i ng. It one such story had ever I 
been publlshed tllld l had It In Q)' collect i on It wwld. have been ':rt cost t reasured Nelson 
Lee or an . 
owu.,m oruRQHLL wri tes: l th i nk Frank Unnln has sooethlng here.!?!:!: It Y«lUld Mfe 1• 
needed a rtr st clan ~lter who kept the characters very cl ose to 'fth.lt th ey ..are In 
the enr)y Lees t.o save the day . He was needed , t.oo, some rdllle be t ore the Shocking 
1Park1ngton • ere.. 

Readl.ng the l ate Lees and then turning to the e.Jrller ones , oak.es the reader wooder 
Yllhether he ts reading or the aame charo ct ers at t l ces . Even the l anguoge or the boy:, 
seem: very dtrterent at t U:ies. A return t o the original charucte r tSlltlon was required 
e ither by Brooks or a SJb,,-wrlt er , RM also o return to th e 1 balonoe• ot the old atortea. 
In other worda not !29 m.1ch ot deu old Handy, ll1XI a l it tle DON or Ntpper& co. In 
StU<l)' C. 

JOO w, COOK writes: tbe •Nelson Lee Coluz.rl" aeem to be Invaded Ulla JlOOth (HnJ) 
wl th a oouple or tgno.r.int gate-era!tter.s . Wl ll Frank tJnwin pl e.o.se understand th.o.t lllhen 
Edw:f SellrUS Brook& wrote the K. K. Park tngt.on stor i es Brooks did ao • under cont.Net .• 
It was th e tyPe ot stOJY the editor had selected wtt.h the ant lclpatlon or ei:t,rae fna a 
larg er reooerablp notwlthstanc Ung the t act ths.t th e policy at F'leetway House also 
decMCted a Detecttn section Jn THE NEI.SON LEE LtBAARr. Naturol).y th e bigger reader
shi p envi saged by the decadent edltcr d ld not materlal tae. Had a al.Jb-1rrtt er been _ .. __ .,,.. ...... ..,,,,. .. ..,,,.,. ___ .,._ .. ....,,,.,...,., ...... ,., .. .,,,_, __ ,,,,..,,,..,,.,_,,.,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,_,,...,,.,.,,...,,,,,,., ....... 
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tCl)lO)'ed at all be would ban been 11.1bl ect t o c.he ecHt<>r l al pol Icy PNYnltn t a t t he 

tls:ie, ,o It ' s no good Fronk Umrtn, or anyone else , brl ngl.n& up this holll'J'. ol d co tt Jn. 
The racts ot the matt er were bur l ed In the caaket l ong, I ona ago. 

The years Rhen ?tr, Brooks bad 04.rte bl anch, with t.he cype or St.or'J tor th e N,L .L . 

nere those 7e.irs Rhen tht Nel son Let we.a at l ta zen l t.h In popularlt, . It was Mlen 

E.S. B. had to wr it.a •t.o crdent Wt w t ype ot stor7 auch as IC. IC. Part tnet on ecerged, 

J.s the •Net., on Let Colla11' t s nppel'Ef'lt l,1 In aooe l!QeuJN tor the bfflet tt ot Nilson 

Lee adtttrers I consider th e short , sn lgger l lll ,e nad eas ' fl.ASH~CJCII artic l e a'1 Insu lt . 

It ta l rre l ev:mt in Its purpose 4l1d Wldestro bl e tn Its presen t at i on. Who Is t.hl s Uy 

ln t.he ot nu:it nt t.htlt wri t e, In a ntctit CJN? Woul d ht be a rene gade HU.son t.e e- lte who 

ott.etii ts to bol ster 1.1p thril !ietUlt.on at.orl es at the ezpen,. o r t.he Nel son Lee? Ir '°• 
he had bette r conrl nt hl t'ilelt to those P.!.itl upec lally reserved to R.JULTQHJ.NA. 'nle 

NilSI,' t..a (X)[JJl'fl C3n ge t alone wi thout obsi rd cont rl butl on1 li ke FLASH-BJ.ex. I do 

not see such Incongruous tl1ppil.'1Cles ad.oml ng oth er :secti ons of the c. o. tor the very 

t, s tcpl e rtaaon th ey woold not be publlltl ed. 

s,u.r/ EXCHA!IGE: Sexton Blako Libra ry (1st Series) Nos. 8, 63, 69, 76, 

90, 100, 122, 129, 130, 131, 133 , 134, 135, 141, 142 , 171, 200, 351 
(2nd Ser ies) 17, 38, TI , 401. 
~: Blokes (2nd Series) 500-744. 

P. H. KIJ:G, "HAVIBCRO?l', " KIRBY ROAD, 1/ALTO!!-ON-NAZE, .mg. 

~: Good l oose copieo or bouro volumes contai ni ng ru,,y of the 

following : MAG!IEl'S - 52, 131 to 149 in cl usive , 195, 205, 237, 238, 

239, m , 310, 319, 353, 400, 417, 422, 435, 469, 1~ . 119, 151, 752, 
753, 762, 763, 009. r.os t iss ues between 821 ruid 890, 900, 921, 924, 

925, 936, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 951, 965, 967, 988, 996, 
GD-IS - l',aey issues bet ween 400 and 500. Maey iss ues betvoen 000 mid 

679, Also tlos. 925, 935, 953, 954, 956, 975, 900, 984, 985, 989 , 

990, 992, 993, 998, ~ · 183, 190, 370, 385, 396, 452, 455 , 
466, 474, EARLY PmNY FOFULARS: Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 48. 

ERIC FAYNE, "EXCELSIOR BOUSE, " GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY • 

.'!.Y!m: Gems 799, 004 t o 008, 810, 612. 

TOM FORTER, 11 TIMB=i!EE ROAD, ~, ~ -
BOOK BI ND I NG 

ALL TYPES OF BINDINGS UliDOOAKm: BOOKS REBOU!iD OR REPAI RED: 

Q U ALIT Y WORK MA NSH I P 

b..!!!!!!l, 3 HEAT!lrnDJ;?iE CLOSE, MITC!Wi, SURREY. Tel : MIT. 3817 
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'i'he Billy Bunter Cl ub; 
or whnt mieht have been! B;y \! , O. G. Lofts 

"Old Boys Book Clubs - where th ey c3n discuss nbout Bi ll y Bunt er, 
and m:linly other Magnet matters" exclaimed the adverti s ing execut ive -
whom I recently met down Fleet Street , and whore we were discuss i ng 
the hobby in genero.1. "Th,:it is nothing new11 he went on - 11"1'hen I was 
a junior member of the elAGHEr s taff during its last days - plans hod 
been made and completed, to fonn a. world -wide organis .:ition to be 
called 'The Billy Bunter Club ' - but the paper shortage ki ll ed it . " 

Well , this was certainly tremendous news to myself ; and I would 
think t o any other coll ector , as this hos not been known before , so 
s t r~ight away I stn-ted my invest i gat io ns i nto the matte r, and the 
results are o.s fol l ows; . ••.•• 

I expect that maey readers of t he MAGJIET will recall the edito r
ial announcement i n iss ue No. 1683 when in 'Come i nto the Office Boys 
and Girls ' it said . 

"An Important Announcement th ot will appeal to every one of you 
will be made shortly •• • , 

But, alas they were doooied to disappoi ntment i n the very hst 
MAGNET to be p.iblished , 1684 - OS it th en stated • •• 

"In my last weeks chat to you fellows , I mentioned that nn im
porto.nt aru1.ouncement wc.s to be lll!lde in this i ssue of the JllAGNEI'. 
For several weeks I have been working o.t top pressure on o. scheme, 
that would have ~ppealed to every boy and girl . I n fact all 
prep'1roti ons have been made, and the machinery was to be set in 
motion this week. Unfortunately , however, th e acute p!lper short age , 
hos forced me to pos tpon e the scheme until some futur e date . To 
p.it you wise now, as to what it actual ly was, would only tend to 
spoil t he pleasant surprise that i s i n s t or e for you - and you would 
not l ike me to do this - would you? Rest assured that it will not 
suffer i n any wcy fo r the koepi ng. 11 

""""'"""''""'"'"'""'"""'"''"''"h'""""""'- """"'"''"'" ..... '""H/<"'""''""'"'""""""""""""'-"""""'"'"""'""'"'"""'""'""'""''""H"°'"'"' 
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This 'important annoUDCSllent' then , was not fr ee gifts as pro bably 

most r eaders have thought - but THE BILLY BU!iTER CLUB, Indeed, a 
collector did ask me about thi s unnouncSllent some time ago , nnd I would 
give him tho due acknowledgement in this article if I could recall whom 
it was ! In making only a sligh t investig:ition about the matter to an 
editor - who did not really !mow - he suggested that it must have been 
f ree gifts , nnd that was that! 

ME1Dbership was to be throughout the world - w1 th a certificate 
(simi l ar to the fcmous St , Frank' s Le08Ue' ) D. badge with Billy Bunter 
of course portrayed . Chief Offic ers in every main town :ind City , and 
everything possib l e to have D. world-wide brothe rhood - where members 
could discuss and enjoy talki ng about their favouri to char:ict c rs in the 
good old MAGNEJ', To put the matter in ita correct l')r specti ve - Manbers 
were to be encour:iged t o meet at 'Clubs ' whereve r possible , so one could 
scy th at this project which unfortunately was doomed, befo re it ever 
st arted , was a forerunner of the OLD BOYS OOOK CLUIIS. Though I h.:lsten 
t o S"lf, ~ matt ers pertaining to Old Boys books are now discussed 
'1Ild dissected in the clubs we know so wall . 

Mr. C, M. Down, Controlli ng editor of the MAGNl.'T, in a rec ent 
l ette r, confirming the above says ••• 

"It was our intent i on to inaugurate a Billy Bunter Club, sho rtly 
before th e paper suddenly closed down. No doubt it was thi s projec t 
which the editorials you refer to were intended to boost . " 

Mr. C. H. Chapnan hnd a.lread,y compl eted several sketches to boost 
the fonnation of TIIE BILLY BUNTER CLU13 - :ind also hrul in hand se veral 
of a new series of the BILLY BUNTER CLUB picture strips, These wero 
incid ental ly going t o be used with the four outstanding MAGNm' stories 
never published in a new project of a humourous m:,gazin c - whero 
KNOCKOUT re aders could also have joined THE BILLY BUNTER CLUB - but as 
this new paper also never saw the ligbt of day, tho whole project 
JXlSSed seemingly into oblivion until a chaDCe remarl< by an adver ti s i ng 
executive down Fleet Stre et . 

Lm'' S BE CONTROVlllSIAL 

No. 76. THE ART OF CONTRIVANCE 
It would perhaps be true to say t hat with the Indi a Series the 

l'lllenet camnenced its Golden Age. With this series CO!llllenced n subtle 
difference in the presentation of Billy funter , 

The Congo series of 1922 had bean novel as the first of the long 
trav el series , but Bunter had won no sympathy at all, It comprised 
six stories'" ~rtngjhe, finnl......l:'nrn in which a bl ack, man" acc om.e;<1 
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tho chUlllll to Creyfriars) but Bunter bocamo tedious in his concoi t and 

selfishness . In the runter Court se ri es , though tho reader was 

oz,used c.nd enterto.ined by the brilliant plot of the young reseal vho 

mnn.'.lged to take over a mansion vi th its huge staff of servants , the 

fly in the ointment wns the near- crimin:11 tendencies of Billy Bunter . 

\lith the Indi:l series we seem to meet vith c. rother younger 

Bunter; a lovable fool rother than a potential. juvenile delinquent . 

Time am time nenin Bunter saves the situation , but it is fool's luck 

and not th e broin of a young vi llru.n which brings about the h.1ppy 

endings . The 11-sto ry India series ( the longest tr avel seriea to have 

been P1blished up till 1926) va.s really a giant fromework for the 

activities of Bunt er . Though ho is still conceited and selfish , and <Ii 

his cowaruice is rcther over-played, he i s no lo ngor the l oothesane 

character he pro3ented in the first Rebel series of nearly two yenrs 

before . I thin.le that in the Indi a series one begins """1ly to love 

funter for the first time. 
It has been suggested , I think , tha t the travel series rarely 

=e alive till the chu!:3 reached foreign shores . I don ' t think I 

would subscribe to this view at all, but cortD.inly it is not true of 

tho India Series , The opening stories i n which Wi bley in order to 

secure a place in the cricket eleven , impersonated Inky, only to be 

kidnapped by reseals who assumed him to be the renl liabob of Bhani~ , 

msdo a splendid , exciting prol ogue to the series proper . 
In connection vith tho Chins Series , Roger Jankins bas commented, 

very accurotoly , that mllllY of th o autho r ' s rmarl<S on th e state of 

Chins still retain their significance to-<lo.y, in spite of th o up

hoovals which have tnken place since the otories woro penned . 

Tho snme is true of the Indi a Sor i os . As a whole , and as tho 

result of the p,th which history has token , the Series must be a period 

piece now, fu t some of the episodes , and particularly th o sequences 

whore Russia i s not averso to stirring up trouble for the Bri tish , 

aro oddly up-to-d a te and do not strike any note of a period piece . 

For oven thoso who nrc fond of fun t er , and I am one of them, it 

is cl ear that t here is too much Bunter in this sc!'i os , though it is a 

minor detail , Tho ontiro series is a mn.storpicce of cont rivan ce . 

There is nothing dorogato ry in this st a tmont . It was the contrivan ce 

in nll the great Magnet stories which provided so much of their charm . 

Contriv ance (llhich is another word , in a sense , for luck) seldom pl ays 

a very big part in real life . It is t he lack of contrivance in so 

m,iey modem t elevision pl!\Y9 which makes thom dead throughout . 

Desmond Coke' s "Bonding of a Twig, " rich in charocterisation but 
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entirely froo from oontri v3llcc , is tho e:ost true-to-life school story 

evor written. I t is fine reading for the odult , but it is too near to 

life to be re3l ontortaimont . It i s the uno.shsmod oontrivnncc of the 

Mn,.net' s gre11tost which dra>'S us back to than "8')J.n c.Dd "8'11n. 
The joume-1 in the India Serie s is mgnificently authentic . Tho 

googro.~""1 nnd the topogro~cal detni ls ring with truth . There is 

no doubt that they fil:!l. tru e . Whenoo did they cano, for Fronk Richards 
never visited those ploces himself? "" he toppod out that series on 

hi s typovrit or he must hove had by his side n lis t of the vnrious 
deto.il s he wns to work into the series . Smo of them , no doubt , coul d 

have boon obtained fro.:, guide books , o.J.w,qs nssuming thnt o mnn vi th so 

much on his plot e ever hod the ti.mo to securo run scour guide books . 

fut maey of them could have been fowld in no guide book . They were 

porsono.J. recollect i on., of sanccne who hod been in touch with the things 

recounted. 
Did t ho author prepore the list himself? Or did someone else 

prcp.-ire thos o deto.il s , which t ho author bl oaled brillinntly into th e 

story as it progressed fran pl~c o to place? 
Cborles Hnmil to n nover told us , The secret dic'<l with him ns othe r 

similar secrets died with him . iio sh:ill never kllov th e nnswer . il e cnn 

only use our cr,m canmon-sonse, and dr:iv our ovn concl usions . 
The lndi:l Series """ mt the ~t ' s gre 3to s t travel story - but 

it W3S or.e of the grontest. The authenticity of tho chnnging back 

grounds is fo r superio r to tha t of , fo r i nstance , tho Tcxns series of 

the 13tc thirties. Or pornaps I should say , t he sens e of oothenticity . 

In earlier dnys I do not believe thot Char les bilton would over hove 

mode the misbk o of pl acing tho Rio Kid ns en nro chroni sm omong th o 

Creyfriors chums or as a simila.r nnnchro ni sm in th 2 Hollywood of talk 

ing pictures . 
Thero is , of course , contri vo.nco - and contri v3nce. It al l de

pends how it is handled . 1bo contrivance in tho India sorios is delieht

ful all the time . 
Contrivnnce , ski l fully hruldled , can be delicious . Clumsily done , 

it is just absurd , 

CO!,TnOVERSL\L ECHOES 

!lo, 74. NO, SI R! 

'f!!!nT!WJ~.,:: ::=t!: :Uzen-:1:~ae': ~=1: ::i~~ l~~·( ~r= • 
conatderatl on tor Na,1ort , , dtacrt ptl on ot ~ . and Bwiter •a poatal order u pec u t tona). 
An autbor who had been read tn& Bnd ttudJln& Hamil ton ' a "°"' tor years oou.ld eaa117 write 
u::h paragropha ooPY-lng c.R. tnotd~ ts. I c tn a abort ennc i f rog tht lo.at • ott lo tal• 

.IIILl!l Nae!!!• JW '° tll ua~te ~.uao b{ ,n !"Eer tencod ,w,-,rt .. r or a '11>~ 
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Ha,iJlt.on aitunt1on:.. -

, •TlcketaL J.11 tickets, pleaseL• 
BUlY Bunter qunked• as rueh u ,ra.s poss i ble ln that crac;>ed pos ltton mder the 

seat In the Urs:.-class coq,ortment . •• • 
•••• He waited tor the lilOoent when the ottlclal nould depart. But Bunte r ' s 

e:ipectottons were not real tscd. 
The tlcket--collector .sat dCl'M'l In e. corner scat , and put hi s tect up on the other 

ona. Bwter heard t he rustle or t he leaves: or a book, and the click ot n poncu. The 
collect.er , having eoae to the end ot a coach , w~ reklng orttct al ent r i es or !X>r.e kind; 
and he cad.a h lmelt comfortable while hll di d ao. 

The OWJ. or the Rerovc ratrlY f'Ul:led. 
He irade up h i s c l nd, there and then, to re pcrt the tlcket • eollector tor cheek ancl 

tnettl c!eney dtrectlY he was out of the present COl:l)roalslng situation . 1 

In 19)9 there aist hn'fe been cany people on the A.P. staff yrlth n great knowledge 
ot the Ne.gnat stories. SurelY the A,P. : Cll.St h.:lve had M experienced reserv e or eoer-
gcney writer to ensure t.he papor 1 s eonttnu tty? Such a ffl"ltcr would hava tames i t 
t q>cra tlve to .!!t1il stori es trom t l oc to tloe, \'l\ ath.er published or not.. 1 sugr.est the.t 
,men t!le editor considered th m ot sutf l clent ::l'!l!rlt, or to 1111 n gap between series, 
or d-·~ to ?S delays, they weN , in root, publtshcd . 

It seeOS MI'dly right to sa,y that 1t one accepts my views th~n o sub-writer cwld 
have b..:en responsible tor 'eltl1 ot the Magnet classics. Whether or not 1659 ls cmsldered 
genuine , 1 can hardlY 1cagtnc nnyt>octy coq,ar tng it with the clnsslcs l 

and i!~!; ~~ {~th~~:!~: ~~~=n~anto ~i e~ hing - we cm only ciake our potnts 

~~eJrr.;~~ege~ t~l~stthatt!.,~~ ~~;=: !i~ c~~sp~~~!tf~x~i~~:~(ents 
•BlllY Bunter' s :aargatn• seeos to me to be unquestionably genutne. It l! true 

that en occas ional s 1r.:1le or oe t::i;,hor eoUld be oopl ed by a w.bstltute writer, but t re ly 
liX)l"e upon tho .tlole r eel ot the st.ory. 11oreover, a l ong sequence , ltk e the one ln whtc.b 
Bunter gradually spends the pound note In tho tuck.shop, cruld not be succcsstullY 
IJBrkl£ed just by lif t ing sow odd t1JMerlst1S and tri cks or style q It has the authentic 
tone or the re el Frank Richard s all throo.gh. 

The roet that the story l s based on the t lrst nWJber of an ear lier patr or MAgnot 
stories does not rul e It out or court. Charles H301lton had no obj ect ion to repe ating 
thelilils, ,tietti.er It was Bunter at th e circus or Wlwrton v~ Quel ch. I t Louri e Sut ton 
like s to l ook tnsld c the 1951 Totl Herr::,' s Own, he wtll uoo yet another repent or the 
t ramp 800 stolen bt cyclo thece, ent i tled • Ji. 83l"galn ln Blk.e:i. • 

But I thlnk the oost t elling point Is the Cf\C you mnde: It there were substitute 
wr-tters tn the Magnet after No. 1220, Who are they . Md Ylh1 have we not hoard ot the!l 
be t ore? · 

~g~ruirns112: C:00::~~s 0H=n1 ~~: ':!~ ~~~~~ ~t~~s::!:a~n~~ un~l 
th e end. To satls tY 'a/ OYl1 eurtoslty about thts - .md In cooi>ll tng QY Annual .substitute 

~~~~~t1~~ -e~~~~H=~:1~1
~:~1 ~=:t ~5t ,.;! iVfA?:!0~rfhe 

m.sU:r. 

~~¥a?:W~ ~~~ t~r u:::~~; :~~ ~~ g~~!:~~g~:;n:ro~d:~r' s 
content.ton tMt •He.gne'9 No. 169, conta ined a 8'01')" tMt wu not wri tten by the l ate 
Hr. Charl es Hamllton. 
. Ny voent lon Clakes tie rath er a wanderer on the tac e ot the e:-.rth and tOO am:iunt ot 
etrects I can ClUT')' with me ts th ere rore Ualted. For thls reason r:rt lt brary or 
•ttegnets' Is re at r teted to the sto rlea that I toodlY beltne to ban been the won: ot 
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the ortetnator or creyrr1ors; there ts no rooa ln r::q nest ot HMtltont ona tor a •cuck.001 

- and the s li ghtest hl nt that I no harboUrlng a SUCh umrantcd gues t makes c:ie s t t up . t.ake 
octto n .nnd It necessary cast the lntrw er out \ 

Unllke Hr. Sutton I do not N ad t.he st-Ort ea f or stucty but sol elY ! OI" pl ensure ; this 
att emoon, however, I best ln-ed cy-selt to rollCM Hr. Sutton's on~s ls or ' Blll.Y Bunter's 
Barga tflll as I rt-re.xi the story ~ 

This was an tntercs tt ng way ot pMslng the tt ce ; ju st that and nothing CX>N t or I 
~ to the conclusion that th e st.,ory \tO.S genuine. The passage s to which th t s ~ll 
wrttt m art i cl e drew at tention rather coorl nJed th.on otherwise that rq conclu s i on was 
th e rt ght one. 

IT. Sutton my well ask how a loey render Uk c c:,s elt can qua..Ury such o ccrsc lu ston . 
Well , I al so li sten to n1s l c - ag3ln not for study but t or enjoyoent - ond I Qlil sure t.hat 
tr s«1.c well - loved COl'l)OSltton oont.al ned over th irt y f & lt.s In Its lnt crpre t..itlon, then 
I ,,ould notic e socie it not all or thcD., I CM discover no t3.ls e not es In ' Billy Bunter t s 
Bargain.• It Is t rue tha t I seem to have read a sooowh.at s t ell ar story , but tl\cn nune r
ous Hacllton stor ies rin g e. s1m11.u- bell 1n U\e di e rocuses ot the oemr., . One ge t s 
the &'\CIG sort ot th i ng In a Ross lnl ovf.lrture or a Mozart conce rto \ But both t he story 
end the p i ece are nonethel ess the work ot the ms t er. 

So, Hr. Edi t.or , I w.st agre e with Jnat you say tn 1 Let 1s Se Controversial met echo 
an ct'l)h.:ltt c •No, 81r11 

(There wHl be e turther sel ect ion ot views on thi s t optc next conth . ) 

GOO OF !:IJ!ILTOllU llo. 8 (New Ser i es) 

'lber e was to be to:1 in Study No. 1. The Colon el \las nn old Grey 
fri nrs man, o.nd had not forgo t ten Groyfriars mo.rmers :ind cus t oms. He 
l ikod tea i n the study when he CBllle to see his hopeful nephe" . Long, 
lon,; yeurs ago th:it very study had bee n Jim Wh:lrton' s , in tho d:iys when 
t he grizz l ed ol d colon el had been a chubby schoo l boy . 

St enn end s tr ess v.nd wars in many l mlds had left their m:irk on J im 
\:iiw.rton s ince th ose old day s , but in m?llly ways he was st ill , at hcc.rt, 
Jim Whnrton of the Remove. His bro nze d face w~s ahoy s bri ght when he 
sa t down to the toble in Study No. 1, to join i n a "study bre w. " Th4t 
was the tim e to put to him their pl ,'.Ul, the clul3 of th o Remove had 
agreed ; nnd they wero =xious to ge t to business. So t heir eyes w:m
dered constantly to th o fonn - room clock whil e l as t lesso n proceeded , 
and Mr. ~elch imparted valuabl e in fo rmat i on r ega rding the history of 
Romo. 

"The grandeur th.et was Rome" did not l oan vecy largo in their 
though t s just then; tho twelve Caesars woro inde ed very smru.l bee r, 
and th e i nvas i om of th o Goth , t he V:indnl, nrd the dr awfish Hun l eft 
them quit e uni nte r ested . Howover, Mr. Quel ch rang off a t l as t , so to 
spealc, and t he &move were dismi ssed , much to their r e lief . 

YBPWJlcfp;-G;Jl N-;;. m. -~ MYOne- ~ ~: - Nngnet-;. N; s~Jri,.i,s,882,884,-
help . ~ ~s .o .L. No. 6o. 

!2!!.l21!Ilil!· , . Tltll•ROAD ...... ~ .HlLL,J .. °"· .. ··.·1~::J,rllJl .. •OAo ............. . 
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~ 
There wos an excellent otte0031'lCe at th e Ashtord.l1lddlesex oeetlng t o enjoy not 

0011 o very happy nod jolly tltll bUt al so the wonderful hospt t ol tty or Ben Md ttrs. 
Lttvnk . The presiden t or the club, John Wernhao, was pres ent , he cnktng the l ong journey 
troc ttaldstone . 

Excellent repo rt s nere g i ven by the tft'O llbrarl .:i.ns, Rog.er Jenkins and Bob Bl,Ythe, 
or th e past month• s bo?TO'lll'tng. Len Paclcm.n spoke ot the good progress code by th e 
COQ)ll ers or the sexton Bl 3ke catalogue . A di scuss ion obotlt Ule poss l btltty or o rrank 
Richards Ccq,an ton ended with o UMntoous decision t hat th e task was t.<lo great to be 
proceeded with . 

It wns decided to have the outing and ceetln g at Bro adst atr.1 with o short vlatt to 
view Frank Rte.hards' ol d stUdy at Klngsa:at e. Lauri e Sutt on 'l'IOS quiz.zed by Bri an Doyl e 
om CCQUI tted hie.s elf very well . These so lo quizzes llN very popular . Bob Bl,ythe read 
•n-ie tturder In the Muddy Narsh , ' an a::Jventur e or Trackett Grim; Lalrte Sutton re ad a 
chapter troc one ot the Nagne t s or th e South Sea scrles ; noo. Don Webs ter read a chapter 
from the l a.st NQgnet, i-;o. 1683 , •The ShOOow ot the Sack.• These three readings were 
grea t ).f enjoyed by all. 

We enjoyed the excellen t repas t that the host 3lld hos tess prov ided and as hithert o 
:stat ed ttne weather and a good progI"Cl::lle all went together to r.-.alte a happy oeettng . 
Next oeetln g at Excelsior House, Grove Road, Surbtton , Surrey , on 8Unc1oy, J une 21St. 
KlndlY le t the ho:st, Erle Payne, krloft' eith er by lett er or phone EIJ1br1dge 3357 1t 
t ntendtng to attend . 

UNCLE BDUAHIN 

!1!.!!!,!!!P 

Meetl~~e~f~}! 8
2
:~~g

12~t In by Jack Bel lrte ld , Ted Davey an:1 George Chatht!m 
attendance W33 dONl to ten mel:bcrs . As no dertntte prograt'lile had been scheclllod , th e 
lat.e stare did not cau:se any lncoovenien cc. 'Mle proposed I"IMllllon with our t rleOOs ot 
t he Northern Club was dt.scussed . All present were very intere st ed thcugh the date 
SJ.ggest.ed by Northern "48 not sui tab le to several cetbers , the Sunday preced ing t.Mt, 
J une 21st , was more t avoored md the Secretary wos nsked to put that forward to hi s 
oppcs t r.e nur:ber . 

Previous meetings were dlsc m:sed and It was f elt that thi s proposed re-un ton coul d 
be one ot the best yet. Espec ially a.a there wo.s not one h eld last year. As bef ore 
st ated, there were no fixed tt eos , but cert.lln SUbjects were di scussed, cost or thee 
tnt l"Oduced by the produetton or the Coll ectors I tea Md AMlver sary Nunt>er brought along 
by rem Por:.er. The rtrst fl8l5 tho ever popular 'c l as.s!e ' by Nartln Cllrtotd , •Cousin 
Eth el' s Seboolda.YS.• This never ra u a t o create interest and no little onvy. It was a 
YeJ:Y good copy and had tak en Toe some trouble .. and t ice - to acqui re such a treasure. 
•BFL No. Jf;r - one or the very bes t or &11 Her::itlton's yarns. th e Amlvcraary N\Ebcr 
ns GeJ:1 No. 481 - 47 years old. The tit l e waa •Trtd>les Trluni,h.' Inctdcnt al.l.Y tbl :s 
w.u not a looae copy but pan or a wonder-tul mint bound volu:le or Gems. Art er retrellllh
~nu , there waa: a read Jr:! f roJL~tHi · 1635 •111o Perteet All bt• one or the Bert.l e ..... 
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Vernon Ser les , 2nd sto ry, Olapt cr 19. Ver.1 hflnY ~ ~owlng Bunter at his tunnte st . 
Well rtad bf Too Port er. 'lb e Ltbr'ar:, Rattl e was "°" by Ray Bcm et , t wo very rt no 
COOOttton BEL. 

HARRY aRC6TDl Secre tary. 

!!!!ll!!l!!! 
68

~ii:;.J;'b~;i'~ e~~i::rxneed at 6 p , r.1. thts conth , Md Chalrm«'I Ceott rey Wil de opened 
th e lll!etl ng proper at 6 , 30., tn accordance wi th our new polley ot miki ng an ear lier 
start , There was an excell ent attendanc e, al t hough sooe C'.ed>crs were caught napping aro 
OZTl ved lat e - t neludtng the Secretary , Two or thre e Ngulars were unavolda.blY absent , 
t ncloo tna Jacle Wood, so Els i e Taylor was sooo called upon t n her new capacity , A very 
welco:ie vts t tor was Toti Porte r ot the Ntdland ClUb, 

The t'lOSt tntercst.lng tt e1;1. or cOM"tspondenee thls amth was a l etter t rom P. a • 
Wodehouse, who has prese nt ed us !tl th a bOok: ot hi s coc:plct e short stories • a massive 
voluoe which has j~t been publi shed In Amerlco. Next conth we are having a special 
Wodehouse pr-ogre.me, and t he book ts to be ot tered as a prize. 

ni.e suggested date t or our meetin g wtt.h the Htdland Club ,at Cheste rtt eld has been 
brought ronrerd a week - 21St Jm1e. An-angcr.icnts are tn hand , and we hope tor an 
att endance or tro.c 20 to 24 ceci>ers . 

The Hec11lton charac t er t.t<its t:1onth was the great Artblr .Augustu s D•Arcy or st . J t c.t s , 
Ron Hodgson• s choice, whlch wns unavoiOObly held over l ast oonth . Ron Nad. a tr o.ct s 
!roe ertlc l ea 'Mltch appra ised Cussyt s 1'it>rt h a., a stalwart or the St . J l e ' s q a • ard a 
Holld::iy AnBl.al story which brought out all his qualities or breeding , pri de In dress . 
obs tin acy, and ki ndliness . 

Next we had a novel iteo ; an tElJCl.lnatt on' Q.Jtz by ?"!Olly Alli son. This wa.s based 
on the s tx letters S I L V E R, and we had to r tnd six answers begt .nntng with ea.eh 
l etter - a juni or, a senior , an adUlt , a H(£lllton t ag , a title , and a pl ace .. t h lreyr,,, 
sU mswcrs Jn o.11, Wld qui t e a dltt l cult test, esp ectall.Y as t he only answers cow,ted: 
In the score were those Nllch nobodf else had , 8/lY duplJ cated by sa:ieone el se be ing 
ellcJ.naiad . 'Jb.e winner was Georrrey Wtld e with a score or 18. CeJTY Allison being next 
with 16, and Tom PorWr third "it...'1. 14. 

J.s the rl nal t tm Gerry Alll son read out Frank Hancock' s qutz or 24 quest ions 1'ra:l 
t he Hay rc . o. , and 2.} or these were Mswered correctly , the exception be ing No. 22. 
As r ar as one could judge , Geotr . had 7 ansners, and Gerey, Elsie 8lxl Toe Porte r :, each , 
although emet scori ng was dtrrtcult as 1n sale cases seve ral oeJ:tler s called ' out t he 
answer slC1Jl taneom1Y. 

He:zt Ll!ettng , Saturday , 13th June . r. HAHCXX::K Sec. 

~ 
l1eetln5 , s~ 1gth: 

Recent ~ s or Nelson Lees, plus sor.e book s sent to us as our share or the 
proceeds r roo the sale or th e Charles Ha:ntlton Souvenirs, has hel ped to wgment our 
Ubrar)' "11ch t s no.. bes lMi ng to show signs or rcturnlng to run heel.th. 

Dur ing a di scuss ion lt was sugges t ed tha t copie s or sooe or th e other paper• - union 
Jack s , Soys rrt end:s, Boys Realm , ~ Ions , ttir lll ers , as well as aa:,e comics , e ight 
well be added, am It was agrcod to insert an OOV'ertt s ecient tn th e c .o . tor that purpo se . 
Ir enyb<><lf has en, or these papers to dl spose or at reasonabl e prices we ftoUld be 
interested . 

We received a letter rl"OC JoM F8X'I'Cll wh> has been ln hosp i tal and ts now convoles
clng. We all hope thl t he wil l soon be rtt again md Wl e to at t end the next ceet ing. 

Other l etters rece ived were troa DaTl d Hobbs who, we are plea sed to say, haS 
received the tape , and Frank Case and l'lr . Li ster or Blackpool • ........ nus month!s .s.utz wai, ,2.resented bXJ'Mt cr Pr t cbar~:it,,) t ,provod ,}" real ,t easer ' end ....... .. 
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was won by Btn ·G8lle)';,, Norean then asked us to write OOOJt 50 w<rds on the aeries or 
story which had lq>I"(!Saed ua the a:ist. 

The Water LtlY sertea (l)peare<f to be the cost popular ard on a vote Pat Lattey and 
Bill Galley shored rtrst place t or the best contrtbuttor.s. 

Ple&-'e note that the ne:r.t ceet tng · ts on SUNDAY 1 ]th JUNE - !!2I as usual the ncond 
SW'\daY' tn the a)flth. 

BILL WIHOOOR 

A pleasant A.utUD') nip tn the a ir tnde tho book•llned club roocs at th e Book B~a tn 
Basaar even CJON t nvlttng Ula:\ uSl.al when merbers g~thered t or the Hay rieetlng on 
'Mlursdo1,14tll. 

We wert happy to welcooe back. Don Harkness who had· bem absent Crom recmt 1!>8ettngs. 
Don gave u s .-. Interesti ng beglM lng to the prograzcme by pass in g around a batch ot 
photographs taken on a rurt-her visit to 8111 Hall or Liverpool. Hts extensive colleo-
tt on was extremel.Y well displayed and Don1 s photogre.phlc sktll showed them up to great 
advanta ge . 

Letters rro m A..rthJ.r Holland or Well ington , N.s.w. were read by t he secretary •••• n. • s 
always good to hear Arthur ' s news and Ttews tor he ls one or the club• s most entJJJ..st~ 
ttc li>eld>ers with a wealth or kJlonledge to share. Artl'4lr had sent down tour copies ot an 
a:l8teur oaga.zlne •rh e Southern f'lm;;et' and th ese were peruzed wtth Int eres t end e<q>ared 
wlU\ the CJ>. , wi th the laeter wlm tng more l8llNls tor tt s really pro t ess tonal presen
~tton . H011ever, •!?le Southern Plai:ie. • now no l onger ln existenc e had had cootrlbutors 
such aa RoYee Cl tll'k• and Darcy Niland now, or course , both well k:n.o,m protesslonal 
writer s . as well as our om J.rUl.ur Holland to YlK)m we send tbanka ror this gll ci>se Into 
the ffOrld or amteur magazines. 

News rn:,o. New Zealand ca:ne t rmn J lq Cook, 'fltlO ls settling tnto hts new homelMd 
wtt.h his collection or H. Lees. Jack tl1rtagh dropped us a line from N.Z. expressi ng 
Interest in the report aent us b)' Btll Lorts on the E. s . Brookes Interview . 

From HBJT)' Brost.er oaoe the CUJTent News'l etter wi th on ltea or particular lnt.erest 
••• • one or the prizes given at a recent meeting or the Midland club was a copY or the 
Aust.rnltm •snverJacket.• Snernl years ago tt; was our pleasure to wclcooe to~ 
club the pu.bl tsher or this enterprisin g little oag. Hr. Ciortatn, so we were pleased 
tndeed to hear that tt had been s elected M a suitable prize by our Htdland trtenc1s. 

.After a len&UG'" absence ~ our circ l e or correspondents 1 t was good to weloome 
back rrank Unwtn trom Liverpool. 

J. eq:,7 or S.P .c. No. fI7 plus a letter froQ 8111 Gander proYlded scope tor an 
Interesting dtacusston and this was r ollOll'ed by letters rra:i. Bill Hubbard or Kenya , Tee 
Dobson or Vlct.ort a and Hal'T'Y CUrtls or Queensland. 

Ftnal Item or u.e agenda was discussed oTer a welcooc cup or eo rt ee - the dtlte end 
place ot the t uture ceet tngs are to be changed W tt ts hoped that th i s can be decided 
at an eor).y date so that the June meeting wtll not be UndUlY delsYed and tbnt the wi shes 
or all ped>frs can be con,tdered . B. PATE BecretozY . 

A1§WP8 TO WI !Wm '8 PUT.ZJE 
1. Nortb; 2. Dane (Cltrton) ; }. Gum; 4. Redrem; s. (a) Church ( b) TQlci 
6. Bn:itr'I; 1. cuttl e (Josph); a. C&rdew (card . e.11. ); ·9 . cutts; 10. Field; 
11. Hop Ht; 12. Cosllng; n. Che"7i 14. Roobood; 15. Htss Primrose; 16. Fatty 
ArtUckle (eppeared t n Ft ll:I Fun or Ktnem Coale); 17. Laurel & HardY { appeared tn f'tlm 
F\l'l or K.inema coc tc); 18. Snoop; 19. Harsh (St . J t d s page); 20. Hanners; 21. Cook; 
22. t.euett; 23. Knoxs 24. Naek • . 
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POSTMA:--J 
CAL.LE D 

lNTEnllTINC Imtl f'ROl1 THE 
EDtTOR•S IE'M'm-BJ.C 

E
1 

momON (Edinburgh) : The enlDJ'8,ed Spr ing Nucber ot c. o. ~ sp l end.td. on e or the 
r tnest yet . 

4J ~K ]n~& ~W=!)~rtzeL!ie1d6t1~~:\=e~~~e~r:r.!t~~~~ re~~e~zl~~~ t 
had a rep}y rrom E. s . Brooks l n t he Between Ourselves Col t.mil In th e Nelson Lee. 

~ (Kingston): I ac enjoying th o Ceos of Hao1lton 1a excer,>ts very ruc h• am t t 
ts ~lng hOW t acil ltar t hose are that I have read tn tbe di stan t pas t . 1'1ey rus t have 
made m l ?ll)resslon at the ttr:ie . 

~c~~" Yfrkti!~e eni~:!o~:~~n 1!; :~n=~~v=~n 1!::,. ~=d t~~r~s 
being the de lt e,httul S l ade story •Mr. Buddle Leughs Last .• t rath er think th e c.o . 
re ader s had the l a.at and perhops the bes t lalJ8}l. Al so I wish t.o cocomd th e fi ne 
eclitort al message In •Unchanging World.• Who coul d ask t O'l' a bet ter credo ror and 
just ltt c.ittcm ct our li ttl e worl d or boYh<>Od li terature? 

~~in~~:c:,;i~~~)!Wal~~:r:~ ril!z;i}Q~~; D;:1~s
1! ~~~ ~~er. 

One• s etrorts Should be devoted entlr eJ.y to the c.har9ct er s or yesteryear , and not t.o 
onet s o,in creations. Poor old Rookwood gets vccy litt l e oentl on. WhY not on occasion
al • Rovi ng AroUnd Rookwood' or sooet.hl ng slial l at? 
~ (Flnchl ey) : I was sorry t o hear aboUt the .sad rate or Hr. Ta n . ~ two 
hamsters have just di ed too , so I knO'II' exact ly how you lDJSt r eel. But cheer up . Hr . 
Tall won' t catch pneuoonl a. tn Heaven. 

~~i~~~"gl~~t~~l~, s~ eH~o!!s o~n~at;:l tll: 1~ 1:e~~~ c=~er~Ul~ 
per t od. Oth ers ..nose nar:es come readl].y t o mind ore Thick-tar Donovan , tM: Red Macgregor , 
end Llonheart Logan. Other popul ar ehar o,et ers t n the ni.omson papers then were Cat.aocUnt 
J3Ck• ltlrgyn the l'11ghty , S tre.ng th e Te?Tt ble , and Blue Ora.gen Pike . 

~ ~~~~~)~eTh~/~!!C:c~:ze~<;~ ~~!;;s!0~:,.~~11=,1g~~e-
scrt bed lt os th e •bloodiest of the bloOds.• It t s i 

~~if !~P3¥oJB~!~~: t o:~ ~: !°:1~~~::i~to e=: :~ ~h~ ~~~o~nrd to 
th e ol d Hagnet Ol" Ceo. :1az\Y thanks t or 9Jc.h pl easan t and nost alg ic rending . 

~ty\'f~\Effin:f~B~f~~ ~oe~1~:: ~~~!:°~ ~~c:~~~~= =: = ~~. 
I haft a cOCJl)l et e set of Ratl wa, &nglnes tn their am col ours, g t ven ..-1th t:b.e Penny 
Popular In 1922. I wonder how asn,y sets or these are st ill In ex t st enee. Not many, 1 
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wagers 

gpct SllLAP.S (Shet tt el d): The cover or Mof,net No. 147 (Schoolboy Trolto r ) had 
noth i ng at all t o do n tt h the s tory . Soceone s li pped up bndlY th ere . t can oniy 
reocrber one stor.f wt th Dutt on In the l eo:1 - • roe. Dut ton • s Tr t utl)ll. • Sooe peopl e have 
a poor sense or b.lmJr "1.en reading about Dutton•s adventures . 

t!AU\I~ 1CUJ'ffiR (Cl apton): T1\anb r or the excell ent reproduction or t.he Union J3Ck on 
the HaY ts.sue ; th e p1nlt paper »as oost ~prop r1at e. 1M a turth er help ing or thllnks 
tor ttle fi ne reproduct ion or the 1919 Penny Populcr . I never see thnt cover or Bl ll.Y 
sunte r• s Post.al Order wltllout a r eeli ng or pl easUE"e Md nost.alg lc, a sweet sadness , In 
t act , and the di scuss ions (l alo:lst wrote 1 nrgwJent&") r.bout su~r t t er:s , ?f\o RrOte 
11l!.at, and disc l osure s ( cni as~ttons) ooncem tng 'fnl1.0J:J author s which socetlcea 
border on t he rtn t cky, t ode Into lns lgnt rtc.ance. RoWld abollt the year 1919 1 reOO. wt t.h 
litt l e propens i t y !Ol' crtt1 c t se1, QM enj oyt'd ~ read i ng nl l the bet t er t or tt . 

WALTER nJlj HlC ( Ql t ngt ord ): 1 ma Interes t ed t n o. w. WadhaJt s artic l e on Wonder 
Library . I rocent)y ree elved a eopy of Ho. 13 •Tho Cirmd .Adventure. • I h.ed never 
benrd or th l s U br'ary before and found th e story qul to gOOd. It ts about a coupl e or 
convi cts , wrcing)y convicted (81:!Q.Zlng how many 1Moccnt Ci'ler'I nere l q:,rlsoned In th e e arly 
po.rt o! th l a century) who escaped frctl pr l aon and after cany edventures tl nally proved 
U\elr tnnoconce . One or thee turn s out to be a real U ve l orn - Md CWTtes a top-U ne 
stage star . It was wcll~ l tten , llnd I co::te to the conclus ion that l t D.ISt hav e been 
reprinted rroci some or the ear l ier comi cs. One cur i ous fact , Hr. w~ ~s there 
"ere only 14 Issues, but on the back cover or No. 13 a turther two I ssues ore ecrvert l s-Od.• 
Nos. 15 and 16. I woooer lllhat happened to t hese. 

(We wonc:1er N'lec.her •The Grand MVonture' could poss iblY be th e story 1 Lonesoce' to 
l'lbi ch Dann.J rer en-ed In hts dla.ry In 1914. -m.) · 

R A FFLE . S 
Last month , in our Ed.itori .:il , we referred to t he famous characte r 

RAF'•'LES, Lllrge numbers of re aders have commwlicatcd wit h us on the 
subj ect , und t wo, in p:irticul.:ir , have given us infonn~ti on which we 
fool worth printi ng for the enjoyment of a ll . 
BRll.N OOYLE ,rttes: The Rat tl es short stories orlglnall.Y o.ppe.ired eacll wnth In 
•Casse ll •s ttagazlne .• starting In 1896, lben the . cnga.:.lne i'ISS edited by Mo.x PeClberton. f 
AdYcrtlsetlCnt s tor the .atort es c~ Uleo with those li>out Sherlock Holcies. The 
r1rst cne was, os rou SJJY• • the Id es or 11Brch.• In SICIOtl NONell 46CL1th•s t aselna t ln g 
hi story ' 'Jbe House or Cassell • (1958), the auUlor states: •Hornung was t att htul. to i 
the Bell e Sauvage (Casn U• s) ~ sme years of ?bscur tey until anothe r publ h he r I 
ot t ered hi e a bet ter pr i ce tor h i s tl rs t coll ecti on or Rof tles s tories - collec t ed troci 
•casse ll •s nagaz tne• too ... than Cns.sell• s were prepared to pay. • 

This r trst collec::t t on, <X1ns tst1ng or 16 storie s , we.a published tmder th e t itl e 
•The /Jinteur ·cra clcsoan' t n 1899. Later , when Rat rt es flas a hous ehold ns:wa, the ti tl e 
changed to •Rat tl es , the Anateur CracltalllEll. 1 In 1909 cace a novel centr ing around 
Rat tl es and Bumy, •ttr. Jua tt ce R.3.ttl es ,• and t hi s was preceded , t n 1905 , by •A. Thi ef 
In the Kight ,• a second coll ect l oo ot Rattl es ~o r t stories (10 or th8'J th l s ti me). 

So I t wwld appear tha t Hornung YC'Ot e a total or 26 !tlort stor i es plUs 1 now l 
at>out Rat tles .. :>.ll told i n the tt rs t person by hi s tr lend Stau\Y. l would assut:ie that 
this was the grand tOt:ll e.a, because of the characte r' s great popul artey. shy rua lntna 
stori es aopeartng In • casse ll• s l'bgaz t ne' which had not been publi shed In bo<Ht•r om, 
wtUld hoVe been t at rl)' QUl okly , to •ca1'1 i nt on th i s popul ar i ty . (Cont ' d page 32. • • ) 



Recapturing the magic of 
Tom· Merry, Billy Bunt er 

and Sexton Blak e 

COLLECTOR OF OLD BOYS' BOOKS 

•-11. C C ';01 " ' u, ... ,.;1 L,1]~ Wcu ,.. ., i, ., .. . th ,.,-r,1~ of !111 ollt<ltoti ot o!d bori' 

boot\ ond IIOPCli Tht ~01 .. ,.. t of •ht " l o¥'1 0w~ ,opN" ;, "'°'t the,., 10 JMl1 t1ld 

c. o. reader Charlu Da.Y wes approachect b7 the lt ll,hle7 Ttcea tcr m, 

arttol e on t.he old per1odtcal.8 . He CllD8 up truc:c,s, ond th e new~ 
poi,er ;an th e artt olt the set tln& St ao well dtse n ed. 



Page 32 
~ ( cont • d troc p&ge 5o..) 
rurther n tdcnce 1S the •Rat tles Ocnlttu, published bf Newnes, fflltch only contatnt th e 
~ stories end t novel alre&d;f ment i oned. 

Hornung ,ea , or course, A. Con.an Doyle1s brother--1n-181'J. Oeyl e•a earl)' novel • t he 
Doings or Raffl es Hor,,. (1892) - and generall.T accepted to be the loost good of hts 
ttctlonal work - c t ght well have provided Hornung wl th th e name or his gentle~ 
craclt3t:lan • • • 

TUmtng to Barry Pcrowne: lt wa.s t n the pnges or the •Thr ill er ,• tn Jarl.lM'f , 19}) , 
that the ttrst or th e rnew oaventurcs• or Rattles ~ pea.red, the tl rst sto ry being entttla 
stci,l.Y •Rattles 1• TheN rRre 12 furt her stories tn the Thriller, all illustrated by 
Em est Hubb:?l'd {l au r to gai n t m.:ie t or his 1J ane• strip In the 1 Da.ll.y Ml?TOJ4 ). Later, 
pero,m.e wrote f our s t ories .x>out Rattles and Sexton Blake . Ttl.e:y were: SBL. {2nd aeries) 
m. • Rattles versus Sexton BlM.e,• SBL.601, •Rattl es• Crim ln Gibraltar ,• BBL.669, 
•The A.R.P. ttystery,• end •scuttlers • Cache- tn •s exton Blllke AnrA13l' (1 st l s.sues ). 
PQl'OKle Glso wrote .several books t:1bout Rnt tl es , publ1 3hed ( appropr i 3te ~· enough) by 
c:issc ll ' s In the 1JO' a. Title s included: •Rattles Under Sentence,• ' She H:fl'ied 
Rat tl es ,• •Rattl ea ln Pursui~ and •Rat tl es J.tter Dark. • aon,y Perowne' s N3l name, b7 
the w:.,y, was Phtltp J.tkey. 

A series or radt o plays ebout Rot rles, adapted troo r.he or1 g1nal book or short 
stor t es, was broadcast by the BBC Jn 1947, wtth the tttle- ro l e belna played by actor 
r rmk Allenby . 
~ H, AIJdlt va-ttes; Regarding tll!i'.1 the tlrst oppenra t o have been D&de in 1905 

aitA.iirlcm coi:;iiany, Vttagrfl.i:t'l , and featured J. aamcy Shet"I")' in th e title rol e. 
JOffl Ban,'lXIN wns e.nother R3ttles , oade by mot her ADerlc.on Coq>,81\1 l n 1917, thts, I 
thJnk, would bi on ad QPtatton or th e st.age plq a.1 the grondtather c lock exit was used. 
;. th i rd s ilent rtffl turned up tn 1927, aga tn rro a. tbe u.s.A. - Univer sal - with House 
Peters tn th e titl e role . I cannot reoect>er seeing this but the Banynore strikes n 
ta.Int chord . PoSSlbl.Y th ere rtere alao sooo English ettorts during tllis J)B['lod. Rattlea, 
ot course , waa a ais t tor the eor}¥ talk ies md I can remeet>er quite cleorl.1 Ronald Col
Cidl a.1 th e CrockaDnl'l with JCey Fran ci s and Fred KeIT. This "Mnlld be lll"OWld 1930, followed 
ten yeors later by a tJnl ted lrtUY tile wtUl Oavtd Niven and Ollvta De Havlllmld. 

I hnve a copy or a PlaY Ptctort al which Includes soce excell ent photograp hs or the 
sttJ&e production or Ratncs revived at Wyndh,o.c's Theatre on Doc. 23rd, 1914. The lead 
waa t aken by oerald Du Hem-fer and east included Kyrle Bellew, Htlda Hoore am HwTe.y 
C&Ttngton. ApparentlY the play was ortgtnally prodUc«I nt the ComdY Theatre on ttq 
12m, 19'6. Thts too tooll!t1ed t he clock esct,p& rout e but, lik e yourself, I haven' t round 
MY centlon or lt 1n the atorlea . I suppose tt wu lntrodUccd pr tmrllY as a atnge 
etrect. The 3Utbora or the pl ey •re Hornung trM'.I. &ugene Presbrey. 

Ho~ , I belten , ..-ote ,neral. other stories but I onlY retlE!Cber re&dtng one .. 
Tbe Car,ern F l erad, whicb I thWght ve17 poor aturr. 1 do recEr..ber a mmt>er or stories 
with Rattles as tbe centN rtgure published ln The Thriller , poaalblY the,e were written 
b7 BMt7 Pel"Qllllle• 
· Since wrtttnc I htffe had another recolltctton - ot a character DllCled Sttngarce In a 
book or short stories "'11ob QeY haTe been Wt"ltten by Honwm.g. The sett i ng wa.s South 
U ric.a am Sttna:aree wu a type ot bulhrenge:r fla.ttles oor.i,lete wtth conocle. J.. tt~ 1181 
c.tdo around 1915 c.s a aerial ond I c:r:i reDED>er seeing one or two epi sodes. Posal blY I 
shall recall them quite clear})' in a tew :rears as t.l\e older one becooea chtlchood 
cemories bee.ere sbarl)er, tt ts ff}at happmed yesterday that cannot be recalled . 

ll!jAffl Of lffi , Jg RAAAJB 
We regret to learn of the sudden death of ttra. Iren e Harrta , wtte or Artllr H8lT1s 

mo t s t el:led aa ~ ezpert on the e.o.r]y cantc papers. Coll ectors' Digest uprtH&s tta 
deepest crci>athY to Hr. Han-ts ln his gre at loU. 

Edited by En c f'eyne, Excelsior-House, Ct'O't'e ROad, Surb l ton , SurTeY. 
[q>lleated by rork Dupltca tl ng Serv i ces , 12a The Bhlrnbles, Tork. 


